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LearnWeb 

An educational Web platform specifically designed for searching, collecting, sharing, 

managing, analysing and critically working with open-access multimedia resources, 

through individual or collaborative activities.  

 

Integrates  

- multimedia resources from YouTube, Vimeo, Slideshare, Flickr and Bing 

- educational resources: 

- the LORO portal of the Open University 

- TED talks 

- Web2.0 tools 

- GoogleDocs  

- WordWanderer 

         http://learnweb.l3s.uni-hannover.de 



TED talks in LearnWeb 

Resource 

annotations 



TED talks in LearnWeb 
Workable 

transcripts 



How we used TED talks in LearnWeb 

MA curriculum for translators and interpreters 

Module on Interpreting (1 year) – first few lessons 

    

   16 students 

Task 1 

Analyse key points and 

structure of the talk 

Task 2 

Analyse Key 

vs. Ancillary 

Task 3 

Discourse 

function 

Students analysed the transcript in order to identify specific aspects 

 



Task 1 

Key points and structure 

 

Work on the transcript of the first six minutes of the “Soap” video and 

divide it into five sections corresponding to the following ‘titles’: 

- Speaker’s key point;  

- Current situation;  

- Reasons for current situation;  

- How can current situation be changed and by whom;  

- Evidence supporting this solution.  



Task 2 

Key information 

 

Analyse the same piece of text and distinguish key assertions from 

exemplifications or other ancillary pieces of text by using tags Key vs. 

Ancillary 



Task 3 

Discourse function 

 

Consider the first three minutes of the speech and specify the 

discourse function of each sentence. Choose among the following: 

Assertion; Exemplification; Suggestion; Invitation; Request; Apology; 

Complaint; Thank; Compliment; Expression of personal standpoint; 

Rhetorical question; Other (specify). 



Tasks in practice 



Teacher’s aim in using LearnWeb 

1. Providing an appealing environment for otherwise boring tasks;  

2. Exposing the students to authentic spoken material;  

3. Allowing the students to work in class and/or from home;  

4. Keeping track of the students’ steps and choices in performing 

the given tasks, for further analysis of the students 

comprehension skills, difficulties and needs. 



Program limitations 

• Only allows for open tagging. This limit was overcome by giving the 

students clear written instructions specifying a list of tags to choose 

from for each task 

• Does not currently support multi-colour selections. It was thus 

necessary to instruct the students to save the same video resource 

three times with different names (Task 1, Task 2, and Task 3), 

each copy to be used for the corresponding exercise. 

 



Logs 

Can only be accessed on-line; however, an Excel version of the 

logs can be requested from the platform’s administrators. 

 

Showed that, though the tasks were rather boring, they seemed to 

engage the students (some students continued the exercises 

outside class hours; see time stamps) 

 

Will also provide insight into the types of difficulties the students 

had in performing each tasks. 



Logs 



Platform’s new developments 

• possibility to create and update multilingual glossaries in a 

collaborative way 

• multiple-choice tagging options set by the teacher 

• downloadable log data 

• alternative ways to display the students’ selections and tags 
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