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Abstract

The paper entitled “The use of mobile phones through audio and voice recordings to improve English
pronunciation and intonation” aimed to contribute to develop appropriately two of the speaking sub
skills such as: pronunciation and intonation. The population was 25 students of the first level of the
Dentistry School of the Universidad Nacional de Chimborazo during the academic term October 2015-
February 2016. The study was experimental and the proposal was carried out as a complement for the
class activities considering the syllabus of the English subject. The strategy was applied for 10 English
lessons working inside and outside classroom. A pre-test, intermediate test and post-test were applied
in order to obtain results of the application of the strategy. The results showed that students felt more
confident working by themselves and at their own pace by the means of listening audios in English
and recording them as many times as necessary with their own voices imitating pronunciation and
intonation of the original audio. It was evidenced that students had a meaning progress of 25%
comparing the three test mentioned above. In short, it may be said that the proposed strategy is useful
and easy to be used by any teacher.

Communication

In Ecuador, students have few opportunities to practice a foreign language in the real environment;
English is not part of the credits of their majors, teachers are studying postgraduate programs and it is
not easy to find English teachers for both private and public institutions at different levels such as:
elementary, secondary and higher education schools, so it is evident there is much work to be done.
Only a few students achieve the four language skills correctly, most of them are able to read and write
but they show difficulties in listening and speaking, especially in regards to good pronunciation and
intonation. So it is very important to look for alternatives to develop these languages skill
appropriately. Especially the productive skill of speaking and its subskills of pronunciation and
intonation, then students will be prepared to apply for scholarships and take standardized tests which
have as a fundamental requirement mastering English as a Foreign Language.

This research project was carried out with 200 students who took the placement test at the Languages
Center of Universidad Nacional de Chimborazo in September 2015. The placement test included four
sections: reading, listening, writing, and speaking. Only 51students (25,5%) passed to the second
percententile or higher, which meant that 149 students (74,5%) got grades lower than 7/10 and
showed to use the language at only the basic level, especially in the speaking and listening section.
Based on what was mentioned above, a first level classroom was chosen as the population to test the
interactive strategy from “The use of mobile phones through audio and voice recordings to improve
English pronunciation and intonation”, this group of students took a pre-test in order to diagnose the
pronunciation and intonation level, the results obtained indicated that most of the students had
limitations with those indicators listed above. A survey was also applied to teachers in order to
determine the strategies that they usually used for teaching speaking including pronunciation and
intonation.

The teaching of English as a foreign language has experienced changes throughout history linked with
generations and current needs that society has developed related to technological advances. That
means that educators must consider different strategies including technology such as mobile phones,
smart boards, audio and visual aids and a host of others in an English as a Foreign Language
classroom which will contribute to the practice of the four languages skills and their subskills correctly.
The following methodology used was: the type of research was experimental and applied based on a
quanti-qualitative approach. Twenty five students of the first level “C” were chosen at random as part
of the population due to the fact that they were starting their studies and were able to have a good
basis for the subsequent studies in English. Surveys were applied to students and teachers, as well as
a pre-test, intermediate and post-test in order to obtain results.
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In the problem statement, it was evidenced that students from the first level “C” had little practice in
pronunciation and intonation from their previous studies and most of the teachers did not include
technology in their classes. So, it meant that this problem needed to be solved and educators needed
to strive to develop these subskills in a more effective manner.

The chapter of the proposal included the interactive strategy to develop pronunciation and intonation
correctly taking into account students’ needs and likes. Students had to use the recording application
of the mobile phone to record an audio of real native speakers’ conversations assigned by the teacher,
then in pairs they had to listen as many times as necessary in order to record the same conversation
with this device imitating the original pronunciation and intonation. The proposal was applied for 10
class periods and its feasibility was tested as the students worked well and became motivated
throughout the project.

In the chapter of impacts, the results of the application of the proposal were analyzed considering the
average grades of the pre-test, intermediate test and post-test. The general results showed that the
application of the proposal generated a positive educative result.

Finally, some of the most important conclusions were that: 31,3% of students bettered their
pronunciation and intonation level after applying the strategy proposed. The students felt motivated
when performing activities which included mobile phones. Indeed, the strategy designed may easily be
used by any English teacher.
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