Symbolic revelations in children’s musical creations

Research question

What is the impact of children’s imagination on transforming musical phenomena
Into symbols or expressions of archetypes?

Introduction method Children on Wings



Method Children on Wings

The integration of visual expression in music education for children

Visualizing musical concepts
Transforming drawings into music

Inter-and transdisciplinary learning

Roels 2002, 2015

Dr. Johanna Maria Roels The Future of Education Florence June 2024



Visualizing musical concepts

Terminological drawing

Enigmatic  Symbolic

Ritenuto Jef 10 Children on Wings, 2002
Crescendo/accelerando e diminuendo/ritenuto Michaél 10 British Journal of Music Education 33, 1, 2016
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Crescendo/accelerando e diminuendo/ritenuto
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TRANSFORMING: abstracting from the drawing

T_l

TRANSFERRING: abstracting from the transformation process

Enigmatic  Symbolic

Traffic Bustle Tara 10 British Journal of Music Education 33,1, 2016
Do Tara 10 British Journal of Music Education 33,1, 2016



The car is coming up to the traffic light. The traffic light shouts out that the car has to stop and the car stops

suddenly.
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The ‘Do’ game: the ‘Do’ may NEVER be played! The boys are on one side and the girls on the other. The
‘ordinary’ Do is the line that they are not allowed to touch or cross. The children try to get closer and closer to it

until the highest or the lowest (leaders) call them back.”
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The ‘Do’ game: the ‘Do’ may NEVER be played! The boys are on one side and the girls on the other. The
‘ordinary’ Do is the line that they are not allowed to touch or cross. The children try to get closer and closer to it

until the highest or the lowest (leaders) call them back.”

Do Geometrical approach
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Lengthening-shortening motifs:
making time visible
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Pedagogical interaction
Physical image car
Data: movement, language, time

Simple, repetitive, visual

Transfer

Enigmatic Symbolic

Mon de_éne kant saan de. _jongens, aah. de oundexe de.teiny ch
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Own game rules as guideline
Virtual image
Data: movement, language, time

Complex, differentiated, abstract
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How symbols and archetypes come to life in creative fantasy

An egg Sarah (4)

Fertility, creation

Carrier universe (Lukas 1894)

Spirituality, inner and complete
human being (Jung 1995)
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Cosmic egg The Universe
(H. Von Bingen Scivias codex)
(Cover Jung Archetypes)
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Jung emphasizes that the production of archetypes by children is very
Important to understanding the human mind, since children do not have direct
access to specific traditions

Psychic nucleus

,w\um",f,}’ D Man and h,iSJsbSE ung 1976
B 2 & ‘ ' s 1
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Archetypes

Memes
Teasing formula Bjarkvold 1992 Closing formula Mozart
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Universal and shared Inherited, copied by culture
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Research question

What is the impact of children’s imagination on transforming musical
phenomena into symbols or expressions of archetypes?

Composition: Music Box Katrien 12
Concept: Bitonality Jela 10



Composition: Music Box Katrien 12

There is a music box in the attic which comes to life. It drags itself out from under
the dust so that it can play....until it stops.
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Legato J

Bitonal dissonant - under the dust
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Rhythm — transformer of psychic energy - live
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Coming to life

live

Music Box Katrien (12)



Concept: Bitonality Jela 10
I_, Abstracting from the music

L— Abstracting from the concept
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Abstracting from the music

W Tekenen bij een onbegrepen, vreemdklinkende compositie
Eerst muziek, dan tekenen ...

De moeilijke samenklank van Tanz (uit ,Klavierboutique” van Uli Molsen)
werd beter aanvaard nadat het kind deze figuurtjes erop zag dansen.

Bitonal dissonant sound

Dancing figures Acceptance
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Visual concretization Tonality Bitonality
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Abstracting from the concept

W 13

Two identities

Binding factor: walking
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rhythm
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Psychoanalysis

3

Sub-personalities (Stone 2006)
Bipolarity

Schizophrenia
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Mythology lconography

Cyclop, Trinacria, Thot, Centaur, Hermaphrodite, Shiva
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Conclusion

Children - think symbolically
- act archetypically: visually-aurally-musically
- act self-organizing, problem-solving

Dream world, imaginary world - access to latent experiences and knowledge
- access to a deeper, universal dimension of music

More research - knowledge musical symbolism
- vocabulary auditory archetypal phenomena



Roels Johanna Maria

Doctor of Education PhD Music

Email: johannamariaroels@gmail.com
Website: www.johannaroels.be
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