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nursing students 

 

Introduction 
• The acquisition of discipline-specific terminology serves 

as a key indicator of nursing students’ understanding of 

their field’s knowledge.  

• Proficiency in this terminology enables nursing students to 

communicate accurately and appropriately with both 

healthcare professionals and patients, carrying out clinical 

responsibilities with precision, and ultimately contribute 

to ensuring patient safety (Alfarania & Su, 2016; Franklin, 

2019).  

• The Unified Medical Language System (UMLS), a 

resource for health and biomedical informatics, includes 

1,208 multiply-categorized vocabularies and 

terminologies, illustrating various types of polysemy in 

healthcare contexts.  

• Some of which are seemingly simple ordinary English 

words, such as the term ‘line(s)’, which may acquire 

specialized meanings and convey nursing-specific 

knowledge through metaphor and metonymy (Adam et 

al.,2025; Cruse, 2011; Taylor, 2003)  

• For L2 English learners (students learning English as a 

second language), recognizing and understanding these 

general yet figurative polysemous nursing-specific terms 

can be challenging.  

Objective  
To explore the potential difficulties faced by L2 nursing 

students in Hong Kong when interpreting figurative nursing-

specific polysemous terms. 

Research Questions (RQs) 
To achieve the above objective, in the first place, a figurative 

nursing-specific polysemous term, that is, the term ‘line(s) was 

selected as the focus of the study. Based on this term, the 

research questions to achieve the above objective are: 

1. What kinds of knowledge related to nursing, particularly 

oncology nursing, are encoded through the polysemous 

term ‘line(s)’ in oncology nursing research articles? 

2. What potential challenges L2 nursing students in Hong 

Kong face in understanding the meanings of this 

discipline-specific polysemous term, especially when 

these meanings are motivated figuratively, by metaphor or 

metonymy? 

 

Findings 

Phase I 
• Among the 284 instances of ‘line(s)’ in the Corpus, the multiple 

meanings of the term ‘line(s)’ can be categorized into three types. 

 
Phase II: The survey 
• 90 university Year Two students were invited to interpret the 

meaning of 8 line-related phrases introduced in the above table. 

 
• The table below shows their accuracy rate 

 
• Major challenges in their interpretation of these phrases: 

i. Insufficient readiness in interpreting ‘line’ as a general yet 

   nursing-specific term. 

ii. Under-interpretation of nuanced nursing knowledge in the 

    figurative mappings of certain universal metaphors. 

iii. Cultural variations in interpreting figurative meanings. 

iv. Misinterpretation of general yet essential nursing-relevant  

     figurative idiomatic expressions. 

v. Potential ambiguity arising from L1 interpretation. 

Extract 1 Extract 2 Extract 3 Extract 4 Extract 5 Extract 6 Extract 7 Extract 8 

66% 43% 49% 20% 24% 75% 23% 12% 

 

Pedagogical suggestions 
• General figurative polysemous terms, such as the term ‘line(s)’, 

be explicitly addressed in nursing curricula. 

• Instruction should focus on the detailed metaphorical mappings 

involved in universal metaphors and idiomatic expressions to 

support nuanced understanding of nursing knowledge.  

• Teachers should also attend to cultural differences and first-

language influences among L2 learners, which may shape their 

interpretation of these figurative extensions. 

Methods: A two-phase study was conducted. 

 

Phase 1

• A corpus named Oncology Corpus was 
compiled (containing reseach articles 
downloaded from the European Journal 
of Oncology Nursing and Cancer Nursing 
Practice between 2010 and 2016.)

• Content which contained the term 'line(s)' 
was displayed in key words in context 
format.

• Investigated the multiple meanings of 
'line(s)' in these instances.

Phase 2

• A survey form containing eight 'line-
related' phrases observed in Phase I was 
developed.

• The term 'line(s)' is utilised figuratively in 
seven out of these eight phrases while the 
remaining one is literal.

• Ninety Year Two nursing students from a 
Hong Kong university were invited to 
explain the meanings of the term 'line(s)' 
in these phrases.


