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Overview 
Å±ƻƛŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ мфмс ǘƻ нлмсΧ

ÅA Re-Imagining

Å! tƭŀŎŜ !ǇŀǊǘΧ

ÅA Philosophy of Education 

ÅtŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΥ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ bƻǘ ǘƻ [ƛƪŜΚ

ÅResearch Study 1

ÅResearch Study 2 

ÅAnd Finally Research Study 3



±ƻƛŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ мфмс ǘƻ нлмсΧ

Dewey 1859 - 1952

All a members of a group should have 
Ψŀƴ equable opportunity to receive 
ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ (p.55)

Dewey (1916)

http://dewey.pragmatism.org/



A Re-LƳŀƎƛƴƛƴƎΧ



http://reggiochildrenfoundation.org/607-2/loris-malaguzzi/?lang=en&nggpage=7

Malaguzzi 1920 -1994

https://www.pinterest.com/tanginia/reggio-emilia/

! tƭŀŎŜ !ǇŀǊǘΧ



ÅThe child has rights rather than needs.

ÅAll children have potential.

ÅChildren valued by adults as creative 
individuals with their own ideas, abilities and 
unique way of understanding.

ÅChildren supported in thinking and acting for 
themselves.

ÅChildren are communicators.

! tƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΧ



ÅEducators are partners, nurturers, guides and 
co-learners, . 

ÅEducators are researchers.

ÅParents are partners.

ÅEducation is about asking questions.

ÅCurriculum built around visual and expressive 
arts.

ÅChildren given opportunities to express their 
experiences, ideas, thoughts and feelings in a 
variety of languages. 



Article 12 of The United Nations (UN) 
Convention on the Rights of the Child 

(1989) expressly states that when 
adults are making decision that affect 

children, children have the right to 
have their opinions taken into account 

and their views respected 

http://www.aroundtheworldin80anthems.com/bowensblog/2015/7/5/un-convention-on-the-rights-of-the-child



From the beginning, children 
demonstrate that they have a voice, 
that they know how to listen, and that 
they want others to listen to them.

(Rinaldi 2012, p. 237)

http://www.adelaidenow.com.au/news/south-australia/former-adelaide-thinker-in-residence-professor-carla-rinaldi-says-we-
should-rename-kindy-childcare-as-school/story-fni6uo1m-1226753093175



Voice

Why?

Who?
How? 

Deegan (2015)

When? 

Where? 



tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΥ ²ƘŀǘΩǎ bƻǘ ǘƻ [ƛƪŜΚ

Self-Esteem Confidence

Autonomy

Social Competence

Resilience 

Lansdown, 2005



²ƘŜƴ Řƻ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎΧ

Heckman 2006



Environments that do not stimulate 
the young and fail to cultivate both 
cognitive and non-cognitive skills 

place children at an early 
ŘƛǎŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜΧOnce a child falls 

behind, he or she is likely to remain 
ōŜƘƛƴŘΧ

Heckman 2006, p.1900



Research Study 1: An Examination of Concepts 

of School Readiness among Parents and 
Educators in Ireland

National and International 
Literature and Policy 

related to School 
Readiness and School Entry 

Qualitative and Quantitative 
Approaches to investigate the 

Motives and Attitudes re. 
School Readiness and School 

Starting Age

School Readiness as 
understood by Parents in 

the Free-Pre-School Year in 
Early Childhood Care and 

Education

School Readiness as 
understood by Junior 

Infant Teachers and School 
Principals 

School Readiness as 
understood by Early Years 

Educators

Source: http://www.corbisimages.com/stock -photo/royalty -free/42-19750481/preschool-boy-with-backpack-trudging-toward-school



ÅIn addition 
Main Factors 
influencing 
Parental 
Decisions 
related to 
Timing of Child 
entering 
Primary School

Taking Account 
of Gender; Socio-
Economic 
Grouping and 
Regional/ 
Urban/Rural 
Factors; 
Concepts of 
School Readiness

School 
Decisions 
around Age 
of 
Enrolment 
and 
Admission 
Policies and 
Key 
Messages 
for Policy 
identified



Draw-and-Tell

I am happy to talk about starting 
school

I know that I can go back to my 
group at any time

You can tell what I said in your book 
but do not give my name or school

You can use my pictures in your
book

Clarke and Moss, 2011

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-tXx0K9AMzRY/UOVstjs2S9I/AAAAAAAAB70/GJmH8j8BpSw/s1600/sad_smiley_by_shangyne.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-tXx0K9AMzRY/UOVstjs2S9I/AAAAAAAAB70/GJmH8j8BpSw/s1600/sad_smiley_by_shangyne.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-tXx0K9AMzRY/UOVstjs2S9I/AAAAAAAAB70/GJmH8j8BpSw/s1600/sad_smiley_by_shangyne.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-tXx0K9AMzRY/UOVstjs2S9I/AAAAAAAAB70/GJmH8j8BpSw/s1600/sad_smiley_by_shangyne.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-tXx0K9AMzRY/UOVstjs2S9I/AAAAAAAAB70/GJmH8j8BpSw/s1600/sad_smiley_by_shangyne.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-tXx0K9AMzRY/UOVstjs2S9I/AAAAAAAAB70/GJmH8j8BpSw/s1600/sad_smiley_by_shangyne.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-tXx0K9AMzRY/UOVstjs2S9I/AAAAAAAAB70/GJmH8j8BpSw/s1600/sad_smiley_by_shangyne.jpg
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-tXx0K9AMzRY/UOVstjs2S9I/AAAAAAAAB70/GJmH8j8BpSw/s1600/sad_smiley_by_shangyne.jpg


Child Interview-Schedule

ÅWhat do you like aboutbeing in pre-school?

ÅWho talks with you about going to big school?

ÅWhat do they tell you?

ÅWhat do you know about big school?

ÅAre you happy about going to big school?

ÅWhat are you looking forward to?

ÅWould you like to draw a picture about big 
school?

ÅCan you talk to me about your picture?



{ŎŀƭŜΧCŀƴǘŀǎȅΧ

[¢ƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎϐ ōƛƎ Χ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ Χ ōƛƎƎŜǊ 
than a giant [and the children would need] help finding their way 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ Χ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǎŀǿ ǎƻƳŜ Ƙƻǘ ǿƘŜŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ 
transformers and cool things.



Child: This is the big school. They have a 
mountain and they are all scared

Researcher: Who was scared?

Child: My Mom Ωcos she saidΣ άNo, you have to 
go in there ΩŎƻǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ monstersέ

Researcher: And did you think there were
monsters in there?

Child: Yeah



ÅChild: ΨAm homeworkΦΩ 

ÅResearcher: ΨAnd what do you think 
homework is about?Ω 

ÅChild: ΨAh, writing.Ω 

IƻƳŜǿƻǊƪΧ



I want to make it bigger



School = Work 


