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• A brief definition of OER and an intro 
to the project

• Achievements in enhancing OER for 
less used languages

• The role of community engagement:
– Open translation
– Localisation of resources in new 

languages

• Some topics for discussion

Overview



Do you know any of these sites?



http://www.ted.com/talks/kirby_ferguson_embrace_the_remix?language=en

What is an original? What is a remix?

http://www.ted.com/talks/kirby_ferguson_embrace_the_remix?language=en
http://www.ted.com/talks/kirby_ferguson_embrace_the_remix?language=en


Example of a multilingual OER repository

Learning Resource Exchange, European Schoolnet 

http://lreforschools.eun.org/

http://lreforschools.eun.org/
http://lreforschools.eun.org/


Enhancing teaching and learning of less used languages through 
Open Educational Resources (OER) and Practice (OEP)
Objectives:
• Raise awareness of risk of exclusion of less used languages
• Foster sustainability through OER reuse
• Address needs of policy makers and educators

About the LangOER project

http://langoer.eun.org/

http://langoer.eun.org/


Achieved

Report

The state-of-the-art report covers 23 languages
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http://langoer.eun.org/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=1d1f23d3-d38d-4298-b8d1-c7422c1c205d&groupId=395028


Achieved

8

Webinars



Achieved

A policy Brief

Open Educational Resources in 
your own language, in your way.

Available in Arabic, Dutch, Latvian, 
Lithuanian, Swedish, Greek, Polish, 
French, Norwegian, 
Faroese, Frisian and Russian!
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http://langoer.eun.org/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=b6de29f3-d86b-4998-b8dc-1988fed70300&groupId=395028
http://langoer.eun.org/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=a7f813ad-c00e-4c92-baad-950065ac080d&groupId=395028
http://langoer.eun.org/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=6f94e941-9baf-438a-9e65-95dba4b0905c&groupId=395028
http://langoer.eun.org/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=fb5641cf-5f94-4200-8bee-bcd1f0f0d547&groupId=395028
http://langoer.eun.org/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=b8268088-940f-4f8c-b40c-f9e50105e3eb&groupId=395028
http://langoer.eun.org/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=11ae3f12-7cef-4975-a832-b9b5371165a0&groupId=395028
http://files.eun.org/langoer/Policy_Brief_PL.pdf
http://langoer.eun.org/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=25b26bac-d8e4-4a7b-aaab-d890f85fbc43&groupId=395028
http://langoer.eun.org/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=9ee9605a-cb3b-4b35-978f-2ee2dfefe97c&groupId=395028
http://langoer.eun.org/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=480dfb62-a17e-4f6d-9e6f-3299505639fa&groupId=395028
http://langoer.eun.org/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=b15906f2-13ea-414d-b19b-887002d9ff03&groupId=395028
http://langoer.eun.org/c/document_library/get_file?uuid=2590a007-c855-46af-9584-1d36a95c6ddc&groupId=395028


Achieved

A handbook

A handbook for teachers 
free to download.

http://langoer.eun.org/

10

http://langoer.eun.org/


18 expert interviews on “Language teaching and 
learning through OER and OEP”

European Schoolnet Youtube channel 

Achieved
Expert videos: OER for language learning
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http://langoer.eun.org/videos


Teacher training activities on OER

Teacher training activities in blended mode carried out in 6 countries 
(GR, NL, LV, LT, PL, and SE) in Spring –Summer 2015

Covering: Licensing, how to find and use OER, how to create OER; how to 
mix resources containing different types of licensing
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https://www.openlearning.com/courses/goingopenwithlangoer

https://www.openlearning.com/courses/goingopenwithlangoer


Community engagement

Scaling-up open practices:



Rheingold’s talk on
the coming world of collaboration, 
participatory media and collective 
action







https://www.ted.com/participate/translate



Crowdsourcing

“Engagement of individuals who voluntarily offer 

their knowledge to a knowledge seeker (an 

organisation, a company, etc. Howe (2006).

Howe, J. (2006). "The Rise of Crowdsourcing". Wired, 14 (6.)



http://amara.org/

http://amara.org/




From http://international.khanacademy.org/

Window opener for OER:
 Re-use of open resources in new 

educational contexts, including 
formal education => Genuine 
Open Educational Practices



OER Localisation: 
“adaptation of resources to meet the particular needs of 
end-users in several culturally and linguistically diverse 
contexts (…) OER localisation can include changing the 
language, pedagogical approach, content, imagery, and 
the religious, cultural and geographical references 
featured in resources”. 

Perryman, L-A., et al.(2014) Learning from TESS-India’s 
Approach to OER Localisation Across Multiple Indian States. 
JIME, 2014(2), pp. 1-11, http://dx.doi.org/10.5334/jime.af

http://dx.doi.org/10.5334/jime.af


• The TESS-India project is led by The Open 
University in the UK and is funded by UK aid 
from the UK government. It is working 
towards improving the quality of teacher 
education in India. Initiated in November 
2012, the project focuses on the professional 
development of teacher educators and 
teachers in 8 states in India



Some topics for discussion:

• Digital activists engage in bottom-up initiatives (in open 
translation) that foster the linguistic and cultural vitality of 
smaller? languages.=> collection of practices?

• In the education sector, educators can play a role in 
enhancing a variety of open digital materials through 
localisation practices and the engagement of community 
members. Long-term strategies needed.

• Digital  technologies and social media can enhance the 
horizontal, egalitarian approaches to access knowledge. 
Diaspora involvement through ubiquitous technologies?



Thank you!

Further reading
• Bijlsma, M. (2015) How can open education 

empower minority languages 
http://blogs.eun.org/langoer/2015/10/26/how-can-
open-education-empower-minority-languages/

• Creelman, A. (2015) Can openness empower 
smaller languages? 
http://acreelman.blogspot.gr/2015/10/can-
openness-empower-smaller-languages.html

Staying in touch

http://langoer.eun.org/

#langOER

LangOER

OER and languages

OER and languages

LangOER Teachers

Images-credits

• How Strategic CMOs Use Crowdsourcing to Win. Forbes, 14.06.2016

• Network Design. XKL Design. 14.06.2016

http://blogs.eun.org/langoer/2015/10/26/how-can-open-education-empower-minority-languages/
http://acreelman.blogspot.gr/2015/10/can-openness-empower-smaller-languages.html
http://langoer.eun.org/

