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An era of contradictions




Situating Open
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Challenge of emancipation

-+ Rationality itself under siege
» Degraded levels of participatory citizenship

« Unexamined impacts of the crash of 2008 and increasing
inequality

» Rising fragmentation, hate and fear

» George Monbiot: “Out of the Wreckage”
Human beings have a unique capacity for altruism, empathy
and collective education

» Inclusive education requires a parallel emancipation from the
strictures and modalities of neo-liberalism



Digital: revolution or illusion?

* |In our transformed world, technology and
values intersect powerfully and symbiotically.

* Technology was to underpin a move towards
more equal, open and democratic futures

» Boosters of techno-social governance and the
‘end of history’ were wrong

« Human values on rights, respect and
recognition are maintained and enhanced
through purposeful appropriation of
technologies to serve transformative ends.



1. Dimensions of Globalized
Learning
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Globalized impacts
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» Economics

 Cultural + planetary ecology
» Goran Therborn

» ‘The chemistry of widespread improvement’
(Michael Fullan)



Neoliberal realities in education .

-
7 »
~l1i7aAd snA ~~ _
LIZEA alld COI pet]t]ve
// 7
7
7

s

.
10N of learnir
/ ,

O ey

anc 7 7
/////////



Drivers of change

Ernst & Young 2012

Figure 1. Drivers of change

Democratisation of
knowledge and access

Contestability of
markets and funding

Ubiquitous content

» Broadening of access to
higher education

Increased participation in
emerging markets

Digital technologies

» Bringing the university to the
device — MOOCs and the rise of

Fiercely competitive D rive rs Of C h a N g e online learning

domestic and international
student markets

Challenges to
government funding

Competing for new
sources of funds

Global mobility

» Emerging markets becoming
global-scale competitors in the
international student market

» Academic talent increasingly
sourced from emerging markets

» Emergence of elite, truly global
university brands

Bringing the device to the
university — the use of digital
technologies in campus-based
learning

» Blended learning

Integration
with industry

» Scale and depth of industry-based learning

» Research partnerships
and commercialisation

» Industry as competitors in the certification and
delivery of content




2. Crisis and Opportunity in
Education
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A Transformed World

 End of old certainties
i
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No return to ‘normal’

« Population disruptions
* Planet of Slums (Mike Davis): hypercities of the future
 Accelerated change as a constant

« Constant connectedness and information explosion




Legacies of segregated
schooling

» Centuries of exclusion in learning systems
» Qutright ban - girls, women and disabled
« Exclusion as the norm

» Separate systems: gender, language, religion,
class, ethnic group

« Unequal resources and outcomes
* Fragmentation and disenfranchisement



Trajectories of inclusion
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From crisis to opportunity

A globalized world of structural inequalities
impacts education also

 Differential access reflects this - as does the
digital divide

e Full potential of enhanced education access
via technology is not being realized

 Innovation, research and creativity are keys
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3. Global citizenship, technology
and windows of diversity

~* Engaging with diverse communities
» Developing massive outreach to sectors
e Qutreach, access and validation

* Legislative foundations on rights and anti-
discrimination

* New technologies — mobile telephony

* Implementation of diversity practice and
intercultural competence




Global Citizenship

-« Fostering inclusion in contradictory socio-economic
' environment problematic

 Scale of economic disruption reflected in wars,
genocide, ethnic cleansing, health issues and
extraordinary movements of people either as
economic migrants or refugees - now permanent and
accelerating dimension of globalized life




Inclusive global citizenship in
learning systems

Changes produced in the globalization process shape how global
education addresses various learning communities previously
excluded by reason of prejudice, discrimination or remoteness.

Critical importance of innovation and vision as key priorities to
develop learning to combat socio-economic marginalization.

Pervasive globalizing process means intercultural learning strategy
needs to address how cultural diversity impacts learning needs of
populations subjected to unprecedented levels of change.
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ICT and re-imagining access
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Anticipating the future

» Excellence goes beyond quality measurement
SHEN

» Critical role of diversity and equality approaches
« Gender and inclusion - the centrality of women
 Demographics and youth intervention

« Competitiveness and sustainability

« Education as business or a place apart?

« Offering critical space and  alternative
perspectives



Inclusive futures




Co

nclusions

Education at a crossroads: refugee crisis highlights
options

‘Progression model’ challenged
Impact of increasing inequality: access and resources
Crisis as the norm: open learning is a start

Performance, standards, quality, reproducibility and
added value at the heart of competence: but context
equally crucial

Disruptive narratives demand global policy and shared
goals

Innovative learning demands imagination and vision



Whitman’s optimism
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