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Current 
Study

The current study examines: 

❖ Meaning & Importance of 
Citizenship Education

❖ Origins/status of 
citizenship education in 
Italy

❖ Anti-mafia movement & 
Education

❖ Educational Initiatives -
Regional,  Government,  
EU 

https://www.schooleducationgateway.eu/en/pub/teacher_academy/teaching_materials/weareeurope-game.htm



Definition of Citizenship Education

Citizenship education is a subject area which aims to promote harmonious 
co-existence and foster the mutually beneficial development of individuals 
and the communities in which they live. In democratic societies, citizenship 
education supports students in becoming active, informed and responsible 
citizens, who are willing and able to take responsibility for themselves and 
for themselves and for their communities at the national, European and 
international level

http://www.indire.it/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Eurydice-Brief-Citizenship-Education-at-School-in-Europe-2017.pdf

https://www.italianitalianinelmondo.com/2018/03/21/educare-alla-legalit/

http://www.indire.it/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Eurydice-Brief-Citizenship-Education-at-School-in-Europe-2017.pdf


International 
Organizations

UNESCO,  Council of Europe,  IEA,  EU Council

Promoting Citizenship & Human Rights Education 

Core values of democracy

Equality among students

Prevention of human rights violations

Education:   Civic, human rights, democratic, 
citizenship, education of legality

Emphasis within several international agreements



https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/83c330f0-c847-11e7-9b01-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-search



https://publications.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/83c330f0-c847-11e7-9b01-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-DF/source-search



Italy - Citizenship Education

Year Law/Act

1958 Aldo Moro-Introduction national curriculum (History) = unsuitable

1993 After mafia attacks (Florence, Milan Rome) 
Circular 302/93-Education to Legality

1998 Ministry of Ed; Anti-mafia Parliamentary Commission & Department for Social 
Affair
Circular reinforcing Education of Legality

2003 Reform-Education to Civil Harmony-Excluded Education of Legality

2006 Ministerial Directive- CoE Guidelines on democratic citizenship & Legality

2008 Law 169/2008 enforcing citizenship education

2009 Gelmini School Reform - Citizenship & Constitution Ed.-Independent Theme

2009 Circular #86 (Oct)-Denied Status as autonomous subject
“Cambiare tutto per non cambiare niente”

2009 Renewed regional interest - Education to legality/ anti-mafia ed. Tuscany (1994), 
Liguria (1995), Marche (1995),  Piemonte (2007)  & Emilia  Romagna (2011)

2010 Ministerial Curricular 86/210- Guidelines for teaching Citizenship

2012 Rules for Acquiring Knowledge & Skills Relating to Citizenship & the Constitution



September 2019 
Civic Education in Italy will be Mandatory

Course will include:

❖Constitution

❖Principle of Equality

❖Legalita

❖Respect for others

❖Environment

❖Digital

❖Nutrition

❖33 Hours – Grade on Report Card



MIUR
Ministry of Education, 
Universities & Research

Education of legality falls under 
citizenship education

MIUR website-all teachers must:

Support it!

Teach in historical, geographical/ 
socio-historical context

Include teaching objectives

Undertake projects & assess.

http://www.icleopardi.it/2019/04/08/la-cultura-della-legalita-nella-scuola/



National 
Operational 
Program

http://www.miur.gov.it/documents/20182/706750/ponkit_brochure-inglese.pdf/b9ab6aa9-d917-4936-8462-7d47cc963e0f



http://www.miur.gov.it/documents/20182/706750/ponkit_brochure-inglese.pdf/b9ab6aa9-d917-4936-8462-7d47cc963e0f



http://www.magazine.etnfocus.com/2017/04/13/pon-2017-italian-ministry-of-education-announces-new-funding/



http://www.miur.gov.it/documents/20182/706750/ponkit_brochure-inglese.pdf/b9ab6aa9-d917-4936-8462-7d47cc963e0f





articolo

http://www.4comprensivomarconi.gov.it/articolo/progetto-pon



Programma
Operativo
Nazionale (PON)

Program /funding aims at improving:
❖Teaching/learning performances
❖knowledge /competence of legality, human 

rights

100 hours
❖Informal teaching - extracurricular activities

❖Competition 
❖Partnerships - local authorities, police, 

cultural/sports associations, NGOs
❖Twinnings with schools located higher 

competiveness regions

Over 3000 schools have participated

https://www.filodirettomonreale.it/2018/05/23/palermo-aula-bunker-la-giornata-della-legalita-le-immagini/



Origins of Anti-
mafia Movement

Murders 
❖Carlo Alberto Dalla Chiesa & wife (1982)
❖Falcone & Borsellino  (1992) 

Enormous wave of solidarity
❖Comitato dei Lenzuoli- women

❖Italian Supreme Court  - reconfirmed life 
sentences

Legislation & Initiatives
❖1982- Seizure & Confiscation of Property
❖1991- National Anti-mafia office-to 
enforce legislation

http://www.laltrasciacca.it/2012/06/10/laltrasciacca-da-il-suo-contributo-al-letterandoinfest-2012-carovana-della-letteratura-mediterranea-che-si-terra-dal-15-al-17-giugno-2012/



Libera  
Association & 
Initiatives

March 25, 1995 - Luigi Ciotti

Fighting Mafia /organized crime
1 million signatures

Catalyst behind 109/1996  law
❖Use/reinvestment confiscated 

Mafia land/goods
❖Social Cooperatives/agriturismi
❖4500 real estate community 

properties (apartments, villas, lands)

❖1600 national/local organizations 
cooperating with Libera

❖4500 schools

http://www.libera.it/



Libera & 
Education
Programs focus on:
❖Values of citizenship, legality, 
democracy, civic responsibility & 
fight against Mafia 

❖Formal/informal/non-formal 
instruction, i.e. extra-curricular 
activities.

Main pedagogy
❖Role-playing
❖Social laboratories
❖Group reflection settings

http://www.sangiuseppemilano.org/scuola-secondaria-reportage-per-conoscere-e-combattere-la-mafia-incontriamo-gli-esperti-di-libera-casa/



http://www.libera.it/schede-1-formazione_e_percorsi_educativi



Libera Food in School Cafeterias
http://www.ravennatoday.it/cronaca/un-pranzo-della-legalita-a-scuola-con-i-prodotti-di-libera-terra.html

https://studylibit.com/doc/7113731/martedi--21-marzo-2017-pranzo-della-legalita-



Libera 
Products
Wine, pasta, olive oil, 
jams, tomato sauce, 
desserts, 

Coop, Botteghe del 
Mondo Supermarkets

Altomercato-fair trade 
shops in Italy

London via Slow Food 
Norwich

Online: 
https://bottegaliberaterra.it/prodotti/

www.cooperativasinfronteras.net - 900 × 740

http://www.cooperativasinfronteras.net/csf/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=81&Itemid=123&lang=en
https://www.google.com/search?q=Terra+Libera+Coop&hl=en&biw=1028&bih=647&tbm=isch&tbs=simg:CAQSVAmjHepRJ5nFZhpACxCwjKcIGjcKNQgBEg-IAosCpQKmAo8CCwIMFRoaIKxvRRMXKVdV2eRgldPIjrinG5_1nbom8S5dsZ18om1VLDCHjoKi65qeusA


Libera Anti-mafia International Camps



Libera Terra 
cooperatives 

http://www.premiopaesaggio.beniculturali.it/edizione2012-2013/libera.html



Addiopizzo –
Goodbye Extortion 

2004-Palermo
❖5 graduate students-Pub in Palermo

Goal
❖Educate consumers in supporting 

only "Pizzo-free" stores, hotels, and 
restaurants (over 800 in Palermo 
alone)

Partnerships 
❖Schools, Businesses, Courts of law 

& Agriturismi

Schools 
❖Teaching anti-mafia movement

Addiopizzo's website didactic 
material, listing of school projects, 
events, school trips

"A whole people who pays the pizzo is a people without dignity”

http://www.dire.it/28-09-2016/78108-addiopizzo-palermo-la-kermesse-la-legalita/



https://www.ilsole24ore.com/art/notizie/2016-04-22/addiopizzo-travel-i-viaggi-sicilia-091243.shtml?uuid=ACcINLDD



http://www.fondazionefalcone.it/files/171_waves%20of%20legality.pdf



Anti-mafia 
Education 
Instructional 
Books



Anti-mafia 
Educational 
Films



il cartone 
animato 
su don 
Puglisi

http://www.blogtaormina.it/2012/10/31/don-puglisi-diventa-cartoon-lantimafia-per-i-bambini/123719/



Children’s Anti-mafia Work

https://www.lettera43.it/scuola-lesempio-dei-bambini-tra-mafia-e-razzismo/http://www.rietilife.com/2019/02/03/bambini-torricella-la-mafia-inventano-un-fumetto-incontrano-
generale-dei-carabinieri/



Student Demonstrations

https://www.articolo21.org/2017/09/nella-lotta-alle-mafie-la-scuola-sia-esempio-di-legalita/



Anti-Mafia University Studies

Università Bologna Law School 
(Philosophy of law) Mafie e antimafia

Roma Tre University (Faculty Law) 
Mafia Studies- 500 students

Università degli studi di Perugia, il 
ciclo d'incontri (Political Science) La 
giustizia, lo Stato, le Mafie

The Umbra Institute Perugia (Film & 
Media Studies, Italian Studies-
Interdisciplinary, Literature) Mafia, 
Murder, & Mystery: Crime in 
Contemporary Italian Literature and 
Cinema

Lancaster University (European 
Languages & Cultures DELC 357) 
Mafia & Antimafia in Twentieth-
Century Italy

Ohio State (Department of French & 
Italian) Mafia Movies

UCLA (Italian 98T) Italian Cinema and 
Culture - Mafia Movies: 
Understanding International Criminal 
Organizations & National Stereotypes

Florence University of the Arts
(Sociology) Contemporary Mafia & 
Antimafia

Emory College (History) The Italian 
Mafia in History & Film

St. Louis University (Modern & 
Classical Languages-Italian) Mafia & 
Anti-mafia in Italian Culture: 
Perceptions, Representations, 
Experiences

NYU (Department of Italian Studies) 
Visions on & of Mafia

Georgetown University (Department 
of Italian) Mafia: Reality & Fiction

Missouri Southern State University 
Mafia Culture: History & 
Representation in Italy & Beyond



German Embassy Distributes Anti-Mafia Tourist Maps for Sicily 

https://www.thelocal.de/20100122/24739



Conclusion
The current study has demonstrated:

❖ Stance of Civic Education in Italy

❖Confusion over name &  purpose

❖numerous initiatives for teaching 
and implementing the Anti-mafia 
theme within civic and citizenship 
education in Italy


