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Abstract

In recent years, there has been an increasing interest in the fields of education for sustainability and
socioscientific issues that are at the basis of the science-society relationship in science education.
Socioscientific issues such as global climate change, nuclear power plants, cloning and vaccines are
both scientifically based issues that societies cannot reach consensus on and that concern societies
locally or globally. Biodiversity is one of these issues [1]. Factors such as the destruction of habitats,
increasing environmental pollution, genetic changes, global climate changes threaten biological
diversity [2]. Turkey has a wide biological diversity with forest, steppe, mountain, wetland, coastal and
marine ecosystems due to the change of its climate in short distances [3]. For this reason, biodiversity
education is important in Turkey. On the other hand, although teachers advocate that they should
teach socioscientific issues in their classrooms, they have limited knowledge and tend to media-
promoted issues [4]. In this respect, sustainable environmental awareness, which can be considered
as a citizenship skill, is very important. It is necessary to realize that Turkey has rich biodiversity and
teachers who want to raise individuals with sustainable environmental awareness should have
competence in these subjects. The aim of this study is to analyze the biodiversity images of pre-
service science teachers according to their level of sustainable environmental awareness. In this
study, preservice science teachers from Central Anatolia took part in a survey study. Data were
collected using pictures drawn by pre-service teachers to identify biodiversity images. In order to
determine the sustainable environmental awareness levels, the Sustainable Environmental Awareness
Scale was used. The data were analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics. The analysis
process of the research continuous in line with the predetermined themes.
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