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Abstract

The purpose of this presentation is to explore didactic possibilities for developing knowledge about
the relationship between ecological, economic and social sustainable development based on
narratological analysis of a Swedish picture book: Mitt bottenliv — av en ensam axolotl (Life at the
Bottom — from a Lonely Axolotl, 2020), by Linda Bondestam. The research question is: How can
the narratological concept of voice be didactically useful for the readers of the picture book to be
able to position themselves in relation to the content of the book and the surrounding society? The
analysis of the book shows that it is impossible to distinguish ecological conditions from economic
and social circumstances, and that becoming a subject does not necessarily lead to emancipation.
In connection with this, the analysis shows that the voices of the book - if seen as part of a public
discourse where teaching is included - can be twisted together and develop into a communal
voice through the voices of students. It is through the process of positioning, by making use of the
interpretive potential of the picture book, that the possibilities for developing knowledge about the
relationship between ecological, economic and social sustainability are to be found.
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