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Abstract 
Exploring different issues through art can be a way to provide new perspectives on complex issues in the work of 
meeting the goals of Agenda 2030.When society has to adapt to ecological, economic and social changes, aesthetic 
expressions can play an important role in exploring new ways to find solutions and show different possibilities for how to 
live our lives. Bamford (2009) argues that artistic processes in school can help to provide students with social and 
intellectual survivability for the future: “The new reality is the critical and aesthetic realm of learning” (p. 19). The study is 
based on a music and poetry project that lasted for one year. A producer at a Swedish concert hall initiated a 
collaboration between five different schools' class teachers and three cultural workers with the aim of lowering the 
thresholds to the concert hall and letting new voices be heard from the stage. The students wrote poems and a selection 
of the students' poems were set to music. The project ended with nine school performances and a public performance at 
the concert hall. 
  

The aim with the study is to investigate opportunities and obstacles for artistic collaboration projects in schools, as well 

as the relationship between spatial, social and didactic inclusion, and the significance of these from a sustainability 

perspective. What are the opportunities for artistic collaboration projects, in which different actors participate, in school? 

In what ways can students be included in an artistic process? We investigated three aspects of inclusion; spatial, social 

and didactic inclusion (Asp-Onsjö, 2006). Interviews was chosen as a method, and Illeris’ art theory, Art Education for 

Sustainable Development, was used as a theoretical starting point for analyzing the material (Illeris, 2012). The results 

highlight how students were included spatially, socially and didactically in an artistic process. Aesthetic expressions can 

play significant roles in children’s identity building and meaning making and this might lead to transformative learning, i.e. 

when learning brings about changes in attitudes and thinking patterns, providing opportunities to act in new ways and 

changing identity formation, which could be considered useful for both themselves and for society. The project was a 

participant-oriented intervention and can be seen as an example of how different forms of inclusion are a prerequisite for 

a socially sustainable society. 
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