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The development of literacy skills among 
students has played a crucial role in shaping 
societies, expanding knowledge, and promoting 
social mobility. Over the past 30 years, literacy 
development in education systems has 
undergone significant evolution and 
transformation. 

INTRODUCTION

Historically ...



The teaching of literacy 
being has become more 
student-centred, 
interactive, and 
technology driven. These 
more advanced 
approaches aim to foster 
critical thinking, creativity, 
and digital literacy skills. 

However, the teaching of 
vocabulary, has had less 
intensive change and 
consequently, remains a 
barrier for adolescents to 
access effective instruction of 
reading and writing.  

LITERACY 
INSTRUCTION 



In the high school setting, literacy 
approaches traditionally focus on 
the development of reading 
comprehension and writing. These 
approaches aim to equip students 
with the fundamental abilities 
necessary for academic success 
and future endeavours.

The initial literacy approaches commonly 
employed in the high school 
environment on improving student’s 
reading comprehension skills were 
developed through exposure to a variety 
of literary genres, including fiction, non-
fiction, poetry, and plays, usually situated 
within the English or literature studies 
classroom. 

LITERACY 
INSTRUCTION

Positioning literacy as a whole-school 
responsibility in a school policy is 
responsive to the need to give close 
consideration to the fostering of student’s 
literacy skills and attitudes across learning 
areas (Merga, 2023). In Australia, literacy 
beyond the subject of English is an 
Australian curricular expectation (Merga, 
2023). 



Briefly elaborate on what 
you want to discuss. 

VOCABULARY 
INSTRUCTION 

Historically, a strong link exists between vocabulary knowledge 
and reading comprehension, dating back to factor-analytic 
studies (Carroll, 1971; Davis, 1944; Singer, 1965; Spearritt, 1972). 
This link created the illusion that problems in comprehension 
could be addressed by promoting learning word meanings, 
mostly in the form of definitions (Beck & McKeown, 1991).



ADULT 
LITERACY 
Briefly elaborate on what you 
want to discuss. 

The Survey of Adult Skills, a product of the OECD 
Programme for the International Assessment of Adult 
Competencies (PIAAC), defines literacy as the ability to 
understand, evaluate, use and engage with written texts to 
participate in society, achieve one’s goals, and develop 
one’s knowledge and potential. 

PIAAC in 2012 
reported that around 
15.5% of adults aged 

16 to 65 were 
assessed as having 

low literacy skills: 
they scored at or 

below Level 1 on the 
scale that measures 
literacy proficiency. 

There is a relatively 
large gap between the 

most and least 
proficient adults in 

literacy and numeracy, 
as was the case among 

15-year-olds in PISA 
(OECD, 2017). For 

example, 46.9 per cent 
of Tasmanian women 
have the lowest levels 
of functional literacy in 

all of Australia (ABS, 
2013). 



EXPLCIT 
VOCABULARY 
INSTRUCTION 

While comprehension is complex, involving the 
coordination of multiple cognitive processes and 
knowledge, the lynchpin of deep comprehension is 
word knowledge (Perfetti & Stafura, 2014). Word 
knowledge and reading comprehension are intimately 
linked (e.g., Adlof, Catts, & Little, 2006; Cromley & 
Azevedo, 2007; Tannenbaum, Torgesen, & Wagner, 
2006) as abundant high-quality lexical 
representations characterize skilled readers relative to 
less skilled readers (Perfetti, 2007). 



TIER 
VOCABULARY 
Beck &McKeown  

The explicit teaching of vocabulary by identifying high 
frequency, academic, technical, and low frequency 
categories. Academic words are words common 
across domains of academic texts, as exemplified by 
Coxhead’s (2000) AWL.  

Every day words that don't require 
explicit teaching because students 
acquire them through their daily 
interactions. 

General words that appear 
across domains and that 
characterize text rather than 
conversational language 

Words  that relate to a 
specific topic or subject area 
but not common beyond it.

Tier 3 - Technical Words

Tier 2 - Academic Words

Tier 1 - 
Conversational words 

(Beck & McKeown, 1985; Beck,  McKeown, & Kucan, 2002,  2013).



G

GROUNDED THEORY

Scarborough's Reading Rope 2001The Big Six in Reading - Kilpatrick 2015



There is a distinct need for greater teacher 
collaboration across learning areas more 
frequently to breakdown perceived barriers 
of insecurity through the establishment of 
structured professional learning 
communities to facilitate dialogue about 
literacy challenges.  

THE GAP 





What is 
NAPLAN?

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and 
Numeracy (NAPLAN) is an annual  national assessment 

for al l  students in Years 3,  5,  7 ,  and 9, and is the only 
nationwide assessment that all  Australian children 

undertake.
I t ’s a measure  to see whether or not young Australians 
are developing the l iteracy and numeracy skills  that 

provide the crit ical foundation for other learning, and for 
their productive and rewarding participation in the 

community.
Al l  government and non-government education 

authorit ies have contributed to the development of 
NAPLAN materials.

What is the Higher School 
Certificate?

The Higher School Certif icate (HSC) is the  highest 
educational award in New South Wales schools.  It  is 

awarded to NSW students who have satisfactorily  
completed Years 11 and 12 at secondary school.  To be 

eligible, students must meet HSC course requirements 
and sit for the statewide HSC examinations.  The HSC is 
an internationally recognised credential that provides a 

strong foundation for students wishing to pursue tertiary 
qualifications, vocational training or employment.



THE PROBLEM

Other l ike schools vs our NAPLAN 
results à Not competitive

Adaptive testing and access 
to higher band questions

Gap between NAPLAN results 
and HSC results

Literacy across all stages and KLA

Inconsistency across KLA



DATA



YEAR 5 WRITING

Add a main point Add a main point Add a main point



YEAR 7 WRITING

Add a main point Add a main point Add a main point



YEAR 9 WRITING

Add a main point Add a main point Add a main point





Year 8 

WHO?

Personal Developement, 
Health and Physical 
Education 

GEOGRAPHY SCIENCE









ASSIGNING WORDS TO TIERS IS 
CHALLENGING - EVEN FOR THE 

EXPERT!



STRATEGY - ACTION 
RESEARCH



PROCESS

•Step 1 -  Select and upskil l  your team -  Members of  Pi lot  

•Step 2 -  Identify the data point (pre-test  Week 2:  categorising t iers of  vocabulary)

•Step 3 -  Implement the strategy (explicit  teaching) for a period of t ime

•Step 4 -  Check in weekly with your champions (can be an online check in or a passing 

conversation)

•Step 5 -  Post - test  (Week 7-8) – track growth (categorising t iers of  vocabulary)

•Step 6 -  Focus group feedback -  collect feedback from students/team

•Step 7 -  Prepare for second cycle 

Term 2 - Action Research Foundation Strategy 



PROCESS

Term 3 - Pilot program

•Second iteration of pilot - This wil l  allow the team to make adjustments and 
implement adjustments. 
•If none are required, opt to identify a new set of champions in order to run the pilot a 
second time. 

Term 4  

•Reflection, research and preparation for program implementation in 2024.

Action Research Foundation Strategy 













Teacher PD



Rose 
Garofano

Asheeka 
Nand

QUESTIONS 

Do not go gentle into that good night, 
Rage, rage, against the dying of the 
light.

Dylan Thomas

our fav quote 



CONTACT 
US

anand@saintaug.nsw.edu.au 

EMAIL US
rose.garofano@mq.edu.au

add linkedin details here 

CONNECT WITH US

https://www.linkedin.com/in/rose-garofano-3795b79b/


THANK YOU


