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1  Why this study?

• Memes are part of students’ 
everyday digital language.

• Research links memes to lower 
anxiety, motivation and 
vocabulary gains.

• Gap: Saudi meme research 
focuses on politics, culture and 
marketing, not EFL teaching.

2  Research questions

RQ1  Do memes enhance language 
learning?

RQ2  How do memes shape the 
classroom environment?

RQ3  Do memes motivate learners?

RQ4  What challenges do instructors 
face?

+ instructors’ own recommendations

3  Framework

Teacher cognition (Borg, 2003, 2006)

Beliefs

Contextual factors

Practice

Lens: multiliteracies (New London Group, 
1996): are students meme consumers or 
creators?

4  Method

Mixed methods
Descriptive statistics + thematic 
analysis (Braun & Clarke, 2006)

102
EFL instructors

22
Saudi universities

27 + 3
Likert + open items

α = .91
reliability

5  Findings: a belief–practice gap

Have used memes in class

Clarify grammar

Explain new vocabulary

Make class enjoyable

Connect lessons to culture

52.0%

44.1%

72.6%

81.4%

81.4%

■ instructors who believe memes…   ■ actual practice

Only 11.7% of users let students create 
memes: mostly consumers, rarely creators.

Contextual factors behind the gap

71.6% preparing memes takes too long

68.6% fear inappropriate content

47% lack training

“Meme usage changes rapidly and the age gap is real.”
— participant

6  Recommendations

• Use memes as a supplement: warm-
ups, discussion, vocabulary

• Build a shared meme bank

• Align memes with lesson objectives

• Invite students to create memes

7  Implications

• Professional development in digital 
literacy

• Institutional support to save 
preparation time

• Clear guidance on culturally 
appropriate content
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