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Languages and the EU 

500 million citizens 

28 Member States 

3 alphabets and 24 official languages 

60 other languages are spoken in specific 
regions or by specific groups. 

immigrants have brought a wide range of 
languages with them: at least 175 nationalities 

are now present 





European Union’s aspiration 

United in diversity  

and 

Harmonious co-existence of many 
languages  

because 

Languages can build bridges between people, giving 
us access to other countries and cultures, and 
enabling us to understand each other better. 

 



Foreign language skills are  

factors in competitiveness 
 

Yet 

 

too many Europeans still leave school without a 
working knowledge of a second language  

Need to make language teaching and learning more 
efficient 



EU Strategic Framework 
• Promotion of  language learning and linguistic diversity across Europe to 

improve basic language skills 

 

• Enabling citizens to communicate in 2 languages other than their mother 
tongue (Barcelona objective – 2002)  

 

Priorities from "Multilingualism - an asset for Europe and a shared 
commitment“ 2008 Communication: 

• develop new educational tools to ensure that school-leavers have better 
language skills; 
 

• gathering data to monitor progress in language teaching and learning; 
 

• rewarding innovation in the language teaching and learning 



The European Commission’s response 

• The periodical Key data on 
teaching languages at 
school, provided by 
Eurydice, also adds 
important information about 
national developments 

• The Directorate General for Education and Culture (DG EAC) 
works with Eurostat, Unesco and the OECD to collect and 
analyse data on language teaching across Europe 



The European Commission’s response 
 

• Taking actions as recommend in the 
Communication on Rethinking Education 
and its Staff Working Document “Language 
competences for employability, mobility and 
growth” 

 

• Basing its policies on hard evidence, making 
them more effective 

 
 
 

 

http://ec.europa.eu/education/policy/strategic-framework/expert-groups_en.htm


Working with Member States in two 
working groups on languages:  

First group  
 

how to improve the 
provision of multilingual 
communication skills for 
the labour market 
 
 

Second group  
comparative analysis of 
language teaching and 
learning in the Member 
States as well as reports on 
methods to improve the 
efficiency of language 
teaching 



The EU activities 
• working together with the Council of Europe and its European Centre of 

Modern Languages , whose main focus is innovation in language teaching 

 

• cooperating with the European institutions' language service providers, 
especially the Commission's Translation and Interpretation  departments 

 

   

• awarding the European Language 
Label to encourage new language 
teaching techniques 



European Day of Languages, the EU joins forces with the 
Council of Europe, the European Centre for Modern Languages, 
language institutions and citizens around Europe to promote 
linguistic diversity and language learning through events and 
happenings. 



 



Erasmus+  
The EU programme for education, training, 

youth and sport 

Promoting language 

learning and linguistic 

diversity is one of the 

overarching priorities 

 

 

Offering new 

opportunities for young 

people to hone their 

language skills by 

engaging in learning and 

training abroad 
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Online Linguistic Support 

https://youtu.be/8okpisQwH3A?list=PLJmEREKFYU8U_GYsj0c-nR56iVp4q1ud4




More info available here: 

European Commission, Languages: 

http://ec.europa.eu/languages/index_en.h

tm 

http://ec.europa.eu/languages/index_en.htm


Erasmus+ Eu website: 

http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasm

us-plus/index_en.htm 

http://ec.europa.eu/programmes/erasmus-plus/index_en.htm


Thank you for you 

attention..questions? 

Elena Maddalena 

Communication Unit NA 

Erasmus+ Italy 

erasmusplus.it 

 


