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.... The CALL situation 
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The question 
What is the type of supportive feedback strategies 
that would need to be employed to best perform 

the job and increase outcome in the long-term 
memory of the learner? 

The Hypothesis 

There is no difference in long-term retention 
between an X and a Y supportive feedback 

strategy 



THE METHOD: The procedure 
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The Subjects 

The 48 subjects were all 4th, 5th and 6th grade primary school learners 

varying from 9 to 12 years old (with two subjects at 13), living on 

Kalymnos island (Greece).  



Student level and Age 
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Analysis of the dependent variables 



Summary-1 - CALL 

• the off-screen SFS showed higher retainment 
than the direct traditional 

• the off-screen element in CALL, which has been 
neglected for years, would need to be activated 
in dedicated language learning site design 

• age seems to be a significant factor of word 
retainment. Whether this relates to brain 
maturity or to higher language learning 
experience would be difficult to answer at this 
point. Language learning sites for children would 
need to contain a lighter work load 
 



Summary-2 – BRAIN LEARNING 

• both SFSs perform well in vocabulary item 
retention, which shows that the human brain 
adapts to both situations 

• participants do not realize the difference 
between the two questions (preferred SFS and 
SFS that they learn better with), a reaction 
that occurred in previous Ypsilandis’ (2006, 
2014) studies 



shortcomings  

• small number of subjects 

• short treatment period  

• non exclusion of children with learning 
difficulties which may have had a significant 
negative impact on test scores 

 



SOME CONCLUSIONS 

• a) the human brain has a mind of its own (i.e. 
it does not obey the 100% vocabulary learning 
command),  

• b) the individual is not aware of his/her mind 
learning preferences 

THE FINAL CONCLUSION 

 the human does not have a 100% control of its 
brain and s/he does not know how it works 


