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ICFES (Colombian National Exam) PET (The Cambridge English: Preliminary Exam)
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Chalupa
Willis



Access Point
(Giddens, 1994)
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Resistance 
(Foucault, 1982)
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Atlas holding the sky. 7201: Atlante 

sostiene la volta celeste 2C AD. 

Collezione Farnese. National

Archaeological Museum, Naples.



Silencing 

(Chomsky, 1991)
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Mass Media and English Teachers
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Three Promoted Ideas by Mass Media
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English for Economic Purposes 

Photo ©Antonio Suárez, Borges y 

Kodama, Madrid, 1980
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“Once again, Colombia 

has failed English”  

“Even though its improvement, 

Colombia comes to naught in 

English proficiency”
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“The vital axis of the change into bilingualism is teachers” 
“EFL teachers should be something more than instructors” Semana Journal
“Many teachers teach the English class using Spanish” Minister of Education

“60% of Colombian 

teachers do not speak 

English” 
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“Neither specializations nor masters: 

speaking in English improves your 

employment options”.

“Due to the trade-opening, speaking in 

English is better than getting a Post-

degree”. 
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The British Landing 
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Revista Semana. Juan Manuel Santos and Prince Charles



Cultural Relationship

The 'British Council House' many years ago. © All rights reserved to the British Council
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International Certificate of Education (CIE) 

Montessori Olympycs

2010 Opening. © All 

rights reserved to the

Montessori British 

School.
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Indigenous population at public schools in Bogotá

“School embraces 
refugees from 
wounaan
community”



Technical Knowledge
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Expert System
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British Council. Bogotá, Colombia. Calle 26 No. 57 - 83, Torre 7, Piso 5.



Standardized Teachers?

“The immersion programme

in Standard English...”
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San Andrés, Colombia



Findings

Mechanism to homogenize English teaching

Colombian English teachers as technicians and lack of training

• Certification

• Standardized Exams

• Silencing resistance voices
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