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INTRODUCTION

THE FREEDOM TO CHOOSE

A VARIETY OF CHOICES AND 
OPPORTUNITIES

THE POWER TO CHANGE RULES



CONTEXT

u International school
u 10th grade students with a B1 general level of French 

according to the CEFR (Intermediate)

u French is the only language used in the classroom.

u Technology: interactive projector and access to 
computers

u Introduction to the IB Diploma Program



LEARNING GOAL

u Make the students understand

u the importance of freedom of speech as a fundamental right, 

u how this right can be visible (or not) in our daily life,

u why it’s sometimes a controversial topic.



TEACHING GOAL

u To experience how students would react using French 

u to reflect about a topic like the Freedom of Speech

uenrich the lesson with their own proposals. 



“The pen is
mightier than
the sword.”

First quick brainstorming: 
What is the meaning of the

proverb? 
Replace “the pen” and “the

sword” by other words without
changing the meaning of the
proverb. 

Is it possible to react against
inequalities or injustice through
art/words? Find examples.

Students named
WRITERS, 
ARTISTS 
SINGERS of different nationalities.



REFLECTING ABOUT ART

SUBTOPICS: TERRORISM, WAR, WEAPONS, ENVIRONMENT, CONSUMERISM, STEREOTYPES…



STUDENTS
ATTITUDE

FOCUSED on content

more than in language

accuracy (no fear to 

make mistakes)

MOTIVATED & ENGAGED

BANKSY

EVEN ESCIFSTUDENTS
INTERESTS

NEW 
VERSIONS OF 
FAMOUS 
PAINTINGS/
CHARACTERS



https://www.artistikrezo.com/art/lartiste-banksy-est-a-paris-les-premieres-
images.html

https://www.rtl.fr/culture/arts-spectacles/banksy-a-paris-ou-trouver-les-oeuvres-du-street-artiste-

7793865032

https://valenciasecreta.com/10-impresionantes-obras-arte-escif-banksy-valenciano/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q2_gjfo7A4M

VIDEO: one of Banksy’s famous
paintings self-destructed just after it
was auctioned.

https://www.artistikrezo.com/art/lartiste-banksy-est-a-paris-les-premieres-images.html
https://www.rtl.fr/culture/arts-spectacles/banksy-a-paris-ou-trouver-les-oeuvres-du-street-artiste-7793865032
https://valenciasecreta.com/10-impresionantes-obras-arte-escif-banksy-valenciano/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q2_gjfo7A4M


REFLECTING ABOUT MUSIC

u Video clip Roméo kiffe Juliette, (Romeo loves Juliet) from Fabien Marsaud
(GCM)

u SLAM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RcxRMikZrbY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RcxRMikZrbY




STUDENTS
ATTITUDE

STILL FOCUSED on

content more than in 

language accuracy

(no fear to make

mistakes)

INCREASINGLY MOTIVATED & 
ENGAGED WITH MUSIC 

BANKSY

EVEN ESCIFSTUDENTS
INTERESTS

NEW 
VERSIONS OF 
FAMOUS 
PAINTINGS/
CHARACTERS

RAP
POP



INFORMATION ABOUT THE 
FREEDOM OF SPEECH

https://www.1jour1actu.com/info-animee/cestquoila-liberte-
dexpression/

https://www.1jour1actu.com/info-animee/cestquoila-liberte-dexpression/


IMAGINE YOUR LIFE WITHOUT THAT RIGHT…

WHAT WERE THEIR THOUGHTS?

HISTORY
Spanish

dictatorship, 
Nazism

FILMS
Au revoir les 

enfants
Schindler's List
The Boy in the

Striped
Pyjamas
The Book 

Thief…

LITERATURE
Americanah by

the Nigerian autor 
Chimanda Ngozi

Adichie,
The Diary of Anne
Frank, El sí de las 

niñas by Moratín…



(FRENCH TRAILER) BANDE 
ANNONCE EN FRANÇAIS 
http://www.allocine.fr/vid
eo/player_gen_cmedia=1
9539113&cfilm=204237.ht
ml

BOOK-BURNING SCENES / LE 
BÛCHER DES LIVRES http://plaza-
art.be/index.cgi?p=VoirFilm&id=1
656

(BOOK BURNING SCENE)

http://www.allocine.fr/video/player_gen_cmedia=19539113&cfilm=204237.html
http://plaza-art.be/index.cgi?p=VoirFilm&id=1656


LEARNING ACTIVITIES



FINAL PROJECTS



RAP & STREET ART 

ANA LUISA DE MAIO



DEBATE

https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/music/news/rapper-jailed-lyrics-spanish-

royal-family-valtonyc-josep-miquel-arenas-beltran-a8226421.html

https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/music/news/rapper-jailed-lyrics-spanish-royal-family-valtonyc-josep-miquel-arenas-beltran-a8226421.html


VIDEO
STREET ART IN VALENCIA - Escif



BLOG - EDUCATION

DEBATE



La nuit étoilée, Van Gogh, 1889.    La nuit étoilée, Inés S. et María S., 2019

ART



ART



BACK TO THE LEARNING GOAL

The learning goal of this lesson was to make the students

understand

u the importance of freedom of speech as a 
fundamental right, 

u how this right can be visible (or not) in our daily life

u and why it’s sometimes a controversial topic.

!

!

!



BACK TO THE TEACHING GOAL

u To experience how students would react using French 
to reflect about a topic like the Freedom of Speech and 
enrich the lesson with their own proposals. 



COLLABORATION
IMPROVEMENT, 
MOTIVATION, 
ENGAGEMENT

PREVIOUS 
KNOWLEDGE & 

INTERESTS

ACTIVE IN THE 
LEARNING 
PROCESS

The classroom is a place to share 
knowledge, opinions and topics of 

interest, feeling unique and different, 
which is the best practice of 

interculturality.


