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Finland is a bilingual country
Jakobstad

- Two equal national languages Vasa
and you can choose your own e

official language

« Swedish is a minority
language, 5 % of the Finnish
population

Narpes

« Also newcomers in Finland can
choose which languageto
integratein, and Swedish can be
a favorable option. ‘Q

Helsingfors

Mariehamn Ekenis
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. Kielibuusti
M7 Sprakboost

The Language Boost Project

« Goal: improve foreigners’ integration and advancement in career
through better proficiency in the domestic languages.

« Target groups

* international degree students

international talents working in Finland

language teachers

companies employing international talents

career counsellors
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https://www.kielibuusti.fi/en

Importance of knowing the local language 2» géfé'l'('gg;ﬁt'

Language barrier and difficulties in finding a job or friends
make i1t difficult to adjust
Which of the following factors made it difficult for you to adjust to life in Finland? (Please choose 1-3 most important factors) (N=753)
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 %
Qunguuge m 63 %
Difficulty finding a job  ——— /S %
Difficulty making friends N < 3 %)
Lack of support networks | 2 3 %
| have experienced discrimination I 1S %%
Difficulties in dealing with authorities |10 %
Other — please specify N 9 %
Lack of public support services B S %
| have not had any difficulties .6 %
Difficulties my family members face in adapting to living in Finland B G O
Difficulty finding a place to study 2%
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 %
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Sidu

Det svenska i FmIand

In this MOOC, we aim to show and
tell the participants about towns
and other places in Swedish
speaking Finland, using 360 degree
environments. Hereyou can geta
taste of what it will look like. (Please
use the arrows to proceed.)



https://www.thinglink.com/video/1775540919475372518

Sidu

Det svenska i leand

Massive Open Online
Course (MOOCQ)

1 ETCS

Multifunctional course
for different purposes
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Swedish language
through Finnish Swedish
culture

Content based language
learning

Main target group:
International experts

Focus on visuals and
personal stories
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Modules

Bilingualism in @ Integrationin Swedish speaking

practice W Swedish Soaety regions

History Leisure

Film, Holidays N :
theater, and Vv ryeE Finnish Swedish

i Language
music events
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Personal stories as an
important part of the
MOOC

We have interviewed several
international experts who live
in Finland and have integrated
in Swedish. Through their
stories, the course participants
will learn about Finnish
Swedish culture and society.

In this short video, Eva from
Catalonia, talks about work
experiences in Finland.

Watch the video here.


https://aalto.cloud.panopto.eu/Panopto/Pages/Viewer.aspx?id=d4153dc6-58a3-47c4-9c7e-b0c3009a04a4

Language Learning through a MOOC about Culture and Society
— reflections

Authentic Content based
language language
environment learning

Socio-cultural Ownership of

learning

perspective
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Thank You!

sofia.sevon@aalto.fi
riina.uusikulku@helsinki.fi
taija.votkin@aalto.fi
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