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Context and rationale

Collaborative Writing (CW) is an effective pedagogical
method:

1) critical thinking

2) collaboration
3) deep learning: self-assessment and peer review

This research addresses the main issues emerging
when incorporating CW in L2 classrooms in Higher
Education contexts.



Research Questions

RQ1: How can collaborative work improve writing skills and 
fluency in L2 classrooms?

RQ2: To what extent can collaborative work improve 
students' L2 critical thinking skills beyond language 
problems?

RQ3: What are the common overlooked issues that 
could improve the efficacy of implementing collaborative 
writing in L2 classes? 



Theoretical Context

Incorporation of collaborative writing (CW) in educational settings 
to meet the globalisation demands of the 21st century. 

Connection between integrating critical thinking and collaboration 
skills in CW.

Connection between integrating CW and the use of multi-layered 
group feedback in L2 classrooms.



Lit. Review:
ADVANTAGES OF 
COLLABORATIVE 
WRITING

CW enhances audience reflective thinking 
through group discussions.

CW promotes the collaborative construction 
of knowledge through scaffolded 
interactions.

CW helps students improve their writing 
fluemcy to produce coherent and sound 
writing.

CW fosters a sense of community, 
motivation and engagement among learners, 
facilitating peer negotiations and feedback.     



Lit. Review:
CHALLENGES 
FACING 
COLLABORATIVE 
WRITING

1) Unequal participation:
shyness, introvert, or marginalised.

2) Confusion and difficulties in 
decision-making:
Much feedback

3) Time constraints:
limited timeframe



RESEARCH GAPS

The rapid technological changes and advancements create a a 
constant need to adapt CW to these ongoing shifts.  



3. METHODOLOGY

Mixed methodology: quantitative and qualitative 
group meetings, checklists, and assignments

Stage One: Observation: checklist, peer review, and teacher's feedback.

Stage Two: Group meeting: Reflections & Self-Assessment 

Stage Three: Testing & Feedback 



FINDINGS

STAGE ONE: OBSERVATIONS 
ON PLANNING AND 
DECISION-MAKING 



STAGE TWO: OBSERVATIONS AND REFLECTIONS 
TOWARDS CRITICAL THINKING 



STAGE THREE: TESTING THE EFFECTIVENESS 
OF COLLABORATIVE WRITING
Students drafted a letter of apology that was marked out of 10.

Overall Performance:

Majority scores: 8 to 9.5 out of 10. 

Partial Completion:

5 from each class scored 6.5 to 8 out of 10. 

Non-completion:

Only three students across all classes scored 4 to 5 out of 10



STAGE THREE: TESTING THE EFFECTIVENESS OF 
COLLABORATIVE WRITING



Discussion

THEME ONE:  L2 COLLABORATIVE WRITING 
ENHANCES COMMUNICATION SKILLS

THEME TWO: L2 COLLABORATIVE WRITING 
DEVELOPS INTERPERSONAL SKILLS

THEME THREE:  L2 COLLABORATIVE 
WRITING IMPROVES CRITICAL THINKING 
SKILLS



6. CONCLUSIONS/ IMPLICATIONS

Students experienced deep 
learning and learned how to 
correct the assignment.

Students demonstrated that 
group work enhances critical 
thinking skills among L2 writing 
students.

Students improved their 
communication skills; the small 
groups created an 
accommodating environment, 
especially for introverts.

Students had the opportunity to 
discover their leadership and 
time management skills.
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Thank you for your time.

Questions?
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