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IZS Abruzzo and Molise
• We are a scientific body, founded in 1941, 

belonging to the National Public Health 
Service. We support the Italian Ministry of 
Health and the Abruzzo and Molise 
Regions.

• Our mission is:
to ensure human health, providing 
appropriate response to public health needs, 
through scientific knowledge and expertise on 
food safety, animal health and welfare, 
control and prevention of transmittable 
animal diseases, including zoonoses, support 
to food production. 



We are here



Our national expertise



Our international expertise



Teramo Torre di Cerrano (TE)

We are the heart of the OIE Collaborating 
Centre for Veterinary Training, Epidemiology, 

Food safety and Animal Welfare



20 years of international
training activities

In the last two decades, IZSAM has invested consistently on:

testing innovative training methods,
developing learning programmes and

validating training management models 
able to respond to the

ever-changing and constantly increasing demand for capacity 
building 

at international level, 
mainly for official veterinary services.



Vocational training and Health
education Programmes

Since 1990s IZSAM delivered health 
education programs devoted to primary 
schools students on different issues 

concerning food safety, human-animal 
interaction, environment.



The project framework
In 2015 a national reform of 
the  school education system 
(Law n. 107/2015) entered 

into force in Italy inspired by 
the European policies on 

lifelong learning.

Our three-year educational project was built on two 
interrelated modules: “Digital natives at work” and The 
future flows in our hands”. 
166 students between 15 and 18 years old
were involved from 3 upper secondary
schools.



The project objectives

• To approach the main veterinary scientific issues, with specific 
attention to the concept of One Health

• To experience modern communication strategies
• To use social networks and applications to disseminate scientific 

information
• To be acquainted with a professional scientific environment
• To apply the method of scientific research
• To get culturally aware of the multi-layered implications linked to the 

concept of “sustainability”
• To grow up as “reflective” global citizens by developing a “critical” 

mind set



Skill assessment areas

Knowledge Skills Responsibility and 
autonomy

Critical awareness of specific 
knowledge, autonomous 
problem solving; sense of 
responsibility towards 
others

e.g., development of 
newsletters and blogs 
focused on the technical 
topics

Social interaction, 
availability to collaborate 
with the group of peers and 
adults, team working

e.g., by using Google Drive 
as a tool for sharing didactic 
materials and edit draft 
documents elaborated by 
the groups of students with 
Google Docs

Self-management ability in 
the framework of a working 
context; autonomous 
decision making

e.g., to be able to fill in 
autonomously 
questionnaires and diaries 
linked to the D.E.ME.TR.A. 
research project

Transdisciplinary and transversal competences and descriptors:



The main project outputs

• One public Facebook profile, 
administered by the IZSAM project team 

• Working groups visual identity

“The Digital science” 
Logo 

The “Science is life” 
Logo



The main project outputs

• Two blogs, developed in Wordpress: “The digital science” and 
“Science is life”

• Newsletters

• A video titled “Mangiare bene per vivere meglio”;



The main project outputs

DEMETRA’s main aim: to increase awareness and 
knowledge on how to reduce food waste on both the 
consumers and producers/distributors’ sides in two 
Italian Southern Regions (Abruzzo and Molise), while 
also improving the food safety of food donated for 
solidarity purposes.

Research project on food waste funded
by the Italian Ministry of Health.

• 46 research questionnaires on students’ 
households food consumption habits 

• 43 weekly diaries on food waste



Students were introduced to the use of 
the questionnaires, and then asked to 
apply them at home for interviewing 
household members.

Weekly diaries were used to measure 
the amount of food wasted in the 
students’ households; students were 
also asked to keep note of the reasons
for throwing away the wasted food.

The main project outputs



Conclusions

Science based communication can raise students interests and
develop their communication skills.

Some reticence in the use of

Adoption of training methods based on the peculiarities of the
adult learning style.

Scalability of the experience.



Ombretta Pediconi, Giancarlo Pichillo
IZSAM, Italy
o.pediconi@izs.it, g.pichillo@izs.it

Website: www.izs.it

Thanks for your
attention
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