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10 Places you Can’t Miss… 
 

1.   Piazza Duomo 
 

 
 
In Piazza Duomo there are three masterpieces that cannot be missed. Florence’s beautiful  Gothic cathedral, 
named Santa Maria del Fiore (Saint Mary of the Flower) can hold 20.000 people. Its exterior is made of 
green, pink, and white marble. Brunelleschi's Dome, La Cupola, is a masterpiece. You can climb the 463 
steps to its top. The Baptistery is one of Florence's oldest buildings. It is  made of green and white marble 
and has three sets of amazing bronze doors, one of them is so beautiful that Florentine people named it The 
Door of Paradise. The bell tower, known as the Campanile di Giotto,  was designed by the famous artist 
Giotto. 

 

2.  Piazza della Signoria and Palazzo della Signoria 
 

 
 
Piazza della Signoria, Signorìa Square,  is the heart of the historic center. It  has been Florence's political 
center since the middle ages and Florence's town hall, the beautiful medieval Signoria Palace, sits on the 
piazza.  

 
 

http://goitaly.about.com/od/florenceattractions/a/piazza-signoria.htm
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3. The Uffizi Loggia and the Uffizi Gallery 
 

 
 
This is one of the most famous museums of paintings and sculpture in the world. Its collection includes 
several universally acclaimed masterpieces of all time, including works by Michelangelo,  Leonardo da Vinci, 
Raffaello, Botticelli, Giotto, Simone Martini, Piero della Francesca, Frà Angelico, Filippo Lippi, Mantegna, 
Correggio, and Caravaggio. German, Dutch and Flemish masters are also well represented with important 
works by Dürer, Rembrandt and Rubens. 
The Uffizzi Loggia can be visited anytime even when the gallery is closed. 

 

4.  Ponte Vecchio 
 

 
 
The Ponte Vecchio, the old bridge,  was Florence's first bridge across the Arno River and is the only 
surviving bridge from Florence's medieval days  as the others were destroyed in World War II. The Ponte 
Vecchio is lined with shops selling gold and silver jewelry. From the bridge, you'll have a great view along the 
Arno River and beyond. 

 
 
 

 

http://goitaly.about.com/od/florenceattractions/a/florence-ponte-vecchio.htm
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5. Piazza Santa Croce and the Church of Santa Croce 
 

 
 
The Church of Santa Croce  (Saint Cross) is the largest Franciscan church in the world. Its most notable 
features are its sixteen chapels, many of them decorated with frescoes by Giotto and his pupils. The  church 
became  popular as a place of worship and patronage and it became customary for honoured Florentines to 
be buried or commemorated there. For 500 years monumental graves were erected in the church including 
those of: Galileo Galilei; Lorenzo Ghiberti; Niccolò Machiavelli; Michelangelo; Gioacchino Rossini etc. 

 

6.  Piazzale Michelangelo  
 

 
 
Piazzale Michelangelo, Michelangelo Square, is one of the best and most famous lookouts for a stunning 
view of Florence, day or night. The panorama embraces the heart of Florence from Forte Belvedere to Santa 
Croce, across the lungarni and the bridges crossing the Arno, including the Ponte Vecchio, the Duomo, 
Palazzo Vecchio, the Bargello and the octagonal bell tower of the Badia Fiorentina. 
You can get there with bus number 12 from the main train station, or you can walk there, but it is a 20 
minutes uphill walk.  

 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chapel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fresco
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giotto_di_Bondone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galileo_Galilei
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lorenzo_Ghiberti
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niccol%C3%B2_Machiavelli
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michelangelo_Buonarroti
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gioacchino_Rossini
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arno
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ponte_Vecchio
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7.  San Miniato Church  
 

 
 
Near Piazzale Michelangelo (5 minutes walking distance) there is a wonderful Romanesque church, The 
Church of San Miniato al Monte.  Built between the 11th and 13th century, the exterior of the Church of San 
Miniato is decorated with green and white marble in geometric patterns similar to the facades of Santa Croce 
and Santa Maria Novella. A mosaic from the 12th century decorates the facade over a central window. The 
monumental cemetery in front and back of the church contains the tombs of illustrious men, such as Carlo 
Lorenzini (Collodi), author of Pinocchio. 

 

8.  Boboli Garden and Pitti Palace 
 

 
 
Boboli Garden is a park on a hillside in the middle of Florence behind the Pitti Palace. There are beautiful 
gardens and fountains and a great view of Florence from the Forte Belvedere. The Pitti Palace, Florence's 
largest palazzo, was once the seat of the Medici family. There are eight different galleries, including art, 
costumes, jewelry, and apartments. The Galleria Palatina inside Pitti palace has a beautiful collection of well 
known paintings. 

 
 

http://www.firenzemusei.it/00_english/boboli/index.html
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9. Galleria dell' Accademia 
 

 
 
The original Michelnagelo’s David statue is in the Gallery together with a few other Michelangelo’s statues 
and a museum of paintings of the 1200. 

 

10. Piazza Santa Maria Novella  
 

 
 
Santa Maria Novella is one of the biggest squares in the historical center of Florence. In the square sits 
the Dominican church of Santa Maria Novella. Both the square and the main train station take the e name 
from the church. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

http://goitaly.about.com/od/florenceattractions/a/florence-accademia-history.htm
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City Centre Map 
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Museum Opening Times 
 

Museum / Gallery Opening hours What to see Entrance Fee 

Archaeological 
Museum 
Via della Colonna, 
36 
Tel. 055 2478641 

Monday: 14.00-19.00; 
Tuesday and Thursday: 
8.30-19.00; Wednesday, 
Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday: 8.30-14.00 

Contains a vast collection begun 
by the Medici family and continued 
by Lorena, including pieces from 
the Etruscan civilisation and a 
section dedicated to the Greek 
and Egyptian civilisations. It is 
classed as one of the most 
important archaeological 
museums in Italy.  

Euro 4,00, booking 
(optional): Euro 3.00; 
50% reduction for 18-
25 year olds from the 
European Union and 
for regular state 
teachers. 

Silver Museum  
Palazzo Pitti  
Entrance on left of 
courtyard 

Tuesday-Sunday: 8.15-
13.50; 1st, 3rd and 5th 
Sunday: 8.15-13.50; 2nd 
and 4th Monday: 8,15-
13,50 

The Museo degli Argenti displays 
silver, gold, stone, glass, and 
crystalware, as well as precious 
china. 

€ 2.00; booking 
(optional): € 3.00; 
50% reduction for 18-
25 year olds from the 
European Union and 
for regular state 
teachers. 

Stibbert Museum 
Via Stibbert,26 
Tel. 055 486049 

Open from Monday to 
Wednesday from 10 to 
14 -Friday Sunday from 
10 to 18 - Closed on 
thursday  

Frederick Stibbert left his 
collection to the city in 1906. The 
section dedicated to ancient arms 
and armour is of particular interest. 

€ 6,00 

National Bargello 
Museum  
Via del Proconsolo  
Tel. 055 210801 

Tuesday-Saturday: 8.15-
13.50; 2nd, 4th Sunday: 
8.15-13.50; 1st, 3rd, 5th 
Monday: 8,15-13,50 

The National Museum hosts  
masterpieces of sculptures.  

€ 4.00; booking 
(optional): € 3.00; 
50% reduction for 18-
25 year olds from the 
European Union and 
for regular state 
teachers.. 

Cathedral Museum  
Piazza Duomo, 9 
Tel. 055 2302885 

Opening Times: 
Everyday 9,00 - 19,30 
Sunday: 9,00 - 13,45 

Houses works of art from Santa 
Maria del Fiore, great works of art 
such as the famous "Pieta" by 
Michelangelo and the Pulpit by 
Donatello. 

€ 6,00   

The Medicee 
Chapels 
Entrance from 
Piazza Madonna 
degli Aldobrandini. 
Tel. 055 213206 
 

Tuesday-Monday: 8.15-
13.50 

The New Vestry ( Michelangelo 
1524 ) and the Princes' Chapel 
form the Museum of the Medicee 
Chapels in San Lorenzo.  

€ 6,00, booking 
(optional): Euro 3.00; 
50% reduction for 18-
25 year olds from the 
European Union and 
for regular state 
teachers 

Santa Maria del 
Fiore (Cathedral) 

Cathedral: Open to 
tourists 10 - 17 during the 
week and in the 
afternoons on Sundays 
Baptistry: Opening 
Times: Every day from 14 
- 17.30    

The Gothic Cathedral and the 
remainings of the  ancient Santa 
Reparata church.  

Free of charge 
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Palazzo Pitti 
Tel 055 287096 

Palatine Gallery and 
Royal Apartments: 
Tuesday-Sunday: 8.15 - 
18.50 
Gallery of Modern Art 
and the Costume Gallery: 
Tuesday-Saturday: 8.15-
13.50; 1st, 3rd, 5th 
Sunday: 8.15-13.50; 2nd, 
4th Monday: 8,15-13.50  
Winter quarters and 
apartment of the 
Duchess of Aosta: by 
appointment only 

It houses various museums and 
galleries: The Gallery of Modern 
Art, The Palatine Gallery, The 
Argenti Museum, The Costume 
Gallery, The Coach Museum, The 
Ceramics Musuem, the Royal 
Appartments and the Appartments 
of the Duchess of Aosta.  

Palatine Gallery and 
Royal Apartments: € 
6.50, booking 
(optional): € 3.00; 
50% reduction for 18-
25 year olds from the 
European Union and 
for regular state 
teachers. 
 
Gallery of Modern Art 
and the Costume 
Gallery: € 5,00; 
booking (optional): 
Euro 3.00; 50% 
reduction for 18-25 
year olds from the 
European Union and 
for regular state 
teachers. 

Boboli Gardens 

From November to 
February from 8.15 to 
16.30; March from 8.15 
to 17.30; April, May, 
September and October 
from 8.15 to 18.30; from 
June to August from 8.15 
to 19.30. 
Porcelain Museum 
(Casino del Cavaliere): 
Monday-Saturday: 8.30-
13.50; 1st , 3rd, 5th 
Sunday: 8.30-13.50; 2nd, 
4th Monday: 8.30-13.50 

A beautiful example of  16th 
century Italian gardens.  
 

€ 2.00, booking 
(optional): Euro 3.00; 
50% reduction for 18-
25 year olds from the 
European Union and 
for regular state 
teachers. 

Uffizi Gallery 
Piazzale degli Uffizi, 
6 
Tel. 055 218341 

Tuesday - Sunday: 8.15 - 
18.50 

The largest museum in Italy, it 
houses works of art from the XIII - 
XVIII centuries. Cimabue, Giotto, 
Masaccio, Leonardo, Botticelli, 
Michelangelo, Piero della 
Francesca, Raffaello, Caravaggio, 
Rubens, Rembrandt etc. etc.  

Basic ticket: € 6.50, 
booking (optional): 
Euro 3.00; 50% 
reduction for 18-25 
year olds from the 
European Union and 
for regular state 
teachers 

Palazzo della 
Signoria  
Piazza Signoria 

Opening Times. Monday 
to Friday 9 -19 , Sundays 
and holidays 8 - 13. 
Closed on Saturday.    

It hosts the  Cinquecento Hall , 
Francesco I 's study the Quartiere 
degli Elementi and the Gigli Hall.  

€ 6.00 

Galleria 
dell'Accademia 
Via Ricasoli 60 
Tel. 055 214375  

Tuesday-Sunday: 8.15 - 
18.50 

It houses Michelangelo's David  

Euro 6.50; booking 
(optional): Euro 3.00; 
50% reduction for 18-
25 year olds from the 
European Union and 
for regular state 
teachers. 

 

 
NB. Opening times and entrance fees often change. Please check with the relevant museum / gallery. 
 
For advanced booking for museums and galleries in Florence please call Firenze Musei: 
+39 055 294883 
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Eating in Florence 
 
Here is a list of good Restaurants where Florentine people go. 
 
 
1)  Alle Murate 

Via Del Proconsolo, 16/R - 50122 Firenze  
Tel +39 055 240618   - Web: http://www.artenotai.com/ristorante_alle_murate_palazzo_arte_giudici_e_notai.asp 
The restaurant  is in a very ancient building in the hearth of Florence.  
 
2)  Il Latini 

Palazzo Rucellai, 
Via dei Palchetti 6R,  - 50125 Florence 
Tel +39 55 21 0916   - Web: http://www.illatini.com/ 
Probably the most popular restaurant in Florence. Tuscan cookery. 
 
3)  Il Cibreo 

via A. del Verrocchio 8r / via dei Macci 122r - 50100 Firenze  
tel +39 055 234 11 00 -   - Web: http://www.cibreo.com/ 
Very popular restaurant in Florence, they also organize theatre performances here. 
 
4)  Taverna del Bronzino 

Via delle Ruote 27r - Firenze 
055495 220   - Web: http://www.tavernadelbronzino.com/index.html 
Very nice ambience with vaulted ceilings and a tree-lined patio. 
 
5)  Le Carceri 

Piazza Madonna della Neve 3, - 50100 Firenze  
telefono: 0552479327   - Web: http://www.ristorantelecarceri.it/ 
A very nice restaurant built within the ancient prison of Florence 
 
6)  Napoleone 

Piazza Del Carmine 24  - 50124 Firenze  
tel: 055 281015    - Web: http://www.trattorianapoleone.it 
 Very nice cooking and atmosphere.  
 
7)  Perseus  

Viale Don Minzoni, 10/r   - 50100 Firenze  
Tel.: 055 5048120 
Very good restaurant for eating beefsteaks  and particularly the typical “Fiorentina” style beefsteak.                             
 
8) Teatro del Sale 

Via de’Macci 118 -  50100 Firenze 
Tel: 055 200 14 92 – Web: http://www.edizioniteatrodelsalecibreofirenze.it/ 
The restaurant is in a  theatre and offers some of the Tuscan tradition dishes. The price includes the after-dinner show. 
 

 

Map on the following page 

http://www.artenotai.com/ristorante_alle_murate_palazzo_arte_giudici_e_notai.asp
http://www.illatini.com/
http://www.cibreo.com/
http://www.tavernadelbronzino.com/index.html
http://www.ristorantelecarceri.it/
http://www.trattorianapoleone.it/


 

  

12 

 
 
Some good Pizzerias: 
 
Caffé Italiano 

Via Stinche 11/13 
 
Yellow Pub  

Via Del Proconsolo, 39/r 
Tel 055 211766 
 
I Tarocchi 

Via dei Renai, 12-14r 
Tel: 055 234 39 12 
 
Pizzeria Santa Lucia 

Via Ponte alle Mosse 102 
Tel. 055-353255 

2) 
Il Latini 
  

1)  
Alle 
Murate 
  

3) 
 Il Cibreo 
  

5) Le Carceri 
  

6) 
Napoleone 
  

8) 
Teatro 
del Sale 
  

7) 
Perseus 
  

4)  
Taverna del 
Bronzino 
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Florence by Night 
 

Where to go for an Aperitif or after Dinner 
 

1)  Noir 
Lungarno Corsini 12-14/r  Firenze 
Tel.  055 21 07 51  
Fashionable cafe-bar and one of the places to be seen at night.   
 
2) Colle Bereto 
Piazza Strozzi, 5/r Firenze 
www.facebook.com/group.php   

Tel: 055/283156 or 348-8123060 
Very trendy café for pre-dinner appetizers (aperitivo) 
 
3) Il Rifrullo 
Via di San Niccolò 55r 
+390 55 234 26 21  
http://www.ilrifrullo.com/ 
A good bar offering the opportunity  to mingle with the locals, they offer a good  choice of aperitivi and 
cocktails.  You can sit down on the terrace or  in-door in the back. 

         
4) The William Pub 
Via A.Magliabechi 7r 
0552638357 
One of the main Irish pubs in Florence very close to Santa Croce. 
 
5) La Dolce Vita 
Piazza del Carmine, 6/r 
+390 55 28 45 95  
One of the most popular night bars in Florence. Live bands and DJs. 
 
6) Jazz Club 
Via Nuova de'Caccini 3 
Firenze 
Tel. 055 247 97 00 
This is one of Florence's top jazz venues. Compulsory 12-month membership €6 
 
7) Chiodo Fisso 
Via dell'Anguillara 70/r 
Firenze 
+390 334 364 60 88  
This cosy gathering place was once a wine cellar. It is located in medieval vaults. One of the best places for 
live music over a bottle of good wine.  
 
8) Libreria Cafe La Cite 
Borgo San Frediano 20r 
055210387 
A  very cosy bookshop that organizes aperitivo  with live music.  
 
9) Negroni Bar 
Via dei Renai 17r 
Tel.  055243647 
They  offers a bar buffet at the long aperitivo hour. A DJ plays  club sounds in  the back. 
 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=52571659693&v=info
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10) Slowly Cafè 
Via Porta Rossa 63r 
Tel.  0552645354 
Popular nightlife venue, lounge or new jazz music every Thursday. 

      
11) Cavalli Club 
Piazza del Carmine , 7/R 
Firenze 
http://www.cavalliclub.com/ 
Tel.  055 21 16 50 
Entertaining and very stylish night club created and owned by the fashion designer Roberto Cavalli. Live 
music. 
 
12) Cabiria 
Piazza Santo Spirito 4 
Firenze 
Tel. 055 21 57 32 
Cabiria is a  busy night music bar. In summer, there is also  an outdoor bar with  regular free concerts. 
 
13) Golden View Open Bar  
Via dei Bardi, 58r  Firenze  
www.goldenviewopenbar.com  
Tel: 055-214502  
This open bar specializes in apertivos but it is also a good restaurant. It offers a beautiful view on the Old 
Bridge (Ponte Vecchio) 
 
14) Café de Paris  
Piazza Dalmazia 7   50141 Firenze  
tel. 055-4220505 
Outside of the historical city centre, in Dalmazia Square. The interiors  are elegant and trendy, it offers a 
good music selection, sometimes live musica s well. 

           

http://www.goldenviewopenbar.com/
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Discos & Clubs 
 
1) Otel  
Viale Generale Dalla Chiesa, 9 - 50136 - FIRENZE 
+39 334 10 80 164 
http://www.otelvariete.com/ 
The biggest club in Florence, here you can enjoy a good dinner and watch a varietè live show. The disco 
club opens at 24.00. 
   
2) Tenax  
Via Pratese,46  50145 Firenze 
055 308160 
http://www.tenax.org/ 
If you like techno music this is the right club for you. Great atmosphere. 
 
3) The 21 club  
Via de Cimatori, Firenze 
333 62 59 669 
This club is located near the Duomo and it became famous because of the Mtv show “Jersey Shore” that 
took place in the club.      
 
4) Twice 
Via Giuseppe Verdi, 57-red  50122 Firenze 
055 247 6356 
Twice club is one of the musts of the Florentine’s nightlife with its atmospheres and drinks. The main musical 
genre is hip hop  

        

 

http://www.otelvariete.com/
http://www.tenax.org/
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Shopping in Florence 
 
Shopping Areas  
 
Via Tornabuoni 

This is where the famous names such as Gucci, Prada, Versace, Bulgari and Armani can be found. 
 
Piazza della Repubblica and Via Calzaioli Area 

Here you can find both good department stores and very good shops 
 
San Lorenzo and Via Nazionale Area 

Here there nice shops that are less expensive compared to the  areas mentioned above 
 
Via Maggio Area 

Home to several antique shops. 
 
 

Markets  
 
Mercato Centrale di San Lorenzo (food)  

Piazza del Mercato Centrale  
Mon-Sat 7-14  
in winter open also on Saturday afternoon.  
 
Mercato di San Lorenzo  

Piazza San Lorenzo and surrounding streets  
Every day  
In winter closed on the Sunday and Monday.  
 
Mercato del Porcellino  

Loggiato del Porcellino via Porta Rossa  
every day  
 
Mercato delle Cascine  

Viale Lincoln  every  Tuesday morning  
 
 

Supermarkets  
 
Esselunga Gignoro 

Via del Gignoro 
Firenze 
 
Esselunga Novoli 

Via di Novoli 61 
Firenze 
 
Coop 

Piazza Leopoldo 6/d 
Firenze 
 
Coop 

Via Carlo del Prete, 106h 
Firenze  
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Useful Information 
 

Transport 
 

Taxis: 
 
Radiotaxi  
tel. 0554390 – 0554242  
 
There are taxi ranks in several points of the city.  
You should read carefully the information about fares shown inside the taxi.  
Here are taxi fares for destinations inside the city of Florence:  
 
Starting rate: € 2,38  
Starting rate for night trip (from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m.): € 5,16  
Starting rate for Sunday/holidays trip: € 4,03  
Luggage (max 4 pieces): € 0,57 per piece  
Rate fare from Florence (center) to Amerigo Vespucci Airport: about € 15,00  
 
Other charges besides fare depends on the destination and supplements. 
 

Busses: 
 
Public urban transport: orange buses (ATAF and LI-NEA). Tickets and Bus passes can be purchased at Box Ataf in 
Piazza Stazione, bars, newstands, tobacconists. Tickets must be stamped on the machines on board. At night, from 9 
p.m. to 6 a.m., tickets can be purchased aboard from the driver at € 2,00.  
 
Tickets/Fares  
Ticket valid for 70 minutes  € 1.20 
Multiple ordinary (four 70-minutes tickets)  € 4.50 
AGILE card 10 euro (10 journeys) € 10.00 
AGILE card 20 euro (20 journeys) € 20.00 
Ticket valid for 24 hours  € 5.00 
Ticket valid for 3 days  € 12.00 

Bus tickets can be bought from at a  tobacconists (Tabacchi) or at a newspaper stand (Edicole) and must be stamped in 
the machine once on board the bus. 

Renting bikes or scooters  
 
Alinari  
Via Guelfa, 85r - tel. 055280500  
 
Florence by bike  
Via S.Zanobi, 120/122r tel. e fax 055488992  

 
NB. The mentioned  fees may have changed: please check them before purchasing tickets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ataf.net/Template/DetailBiglietti.aspx?idC=82&idO=116&IdCat=113
http://www.ataf.net/Template/DetailBiglietti.aspx?idC=82&idO=118&IdCat=113
http://www.ataf.net/Template/DetailBiglietti.aspx?idC=82&idO=124&IdCat=113
http://www.ataf.net/Template/DetailBiglietti.aspx?idC=82&idO=125&IdCat=113
http://www.ataf.net/Template/DetailBiglietti.aspx?idC=82&idO=119&IdCat=114
http://www.ataf.net/Template/DetailBiglietti.aspx?idC=82&idO=121&IdCat=114
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Emergency Numbers 
 

Police: Tel: 113 

Carabinieri (military police): Tel: 112 

Questura (police station): Tel: 05549771 

Urban police Emergency calls: Tel: 055328333  

Medical emergency service: Tel: 118 

Hospital  of Careggi - Viale Morgagni, 85. Tel: 0554277111  

Hospital S. Maria Nuova, Piazza S. Maria Nuova, 1 Tel: 05527581 

24 hours Medical Service 
Via Lorenzo il Magnifico, 59 
Fee-paying service  
surgery open: lun-ven / mon-fri: 11-12 17-18  
English, German and French speaking practitioners and 
specialists on call 24 hrs (specialists by appointment).  

Tel: 055475411 
fax 055474983 

Chemists open 24 hours a day : 
Farmacia comunale , 13 interno Stazione S. M. Novella  
Molteni  Via Calzaiuoli, 7r  
All’Insegna del Moro - Piazza S. Giovanni, 20r  

Tel: 055289435 / 055216761 
Tel: 055289490 
Tel: 055211343 

Tourist information can be found at the following offices: 

 Piazza Stazione  

 Via Cavour 1    (near Il Duomo)  

 Borgo Santa Croce 29 

Opening hours: 9.00am – 1.45pm Mon-Sat 
Opening hours: 8.15am – 1.30pm Mon-Sat  
Opening hours: 8.15am – 1.30pm Mon-Sat 
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 Double-Deck Bus Tour of Florence 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Tickets and info:  http://www.firenze.city-sightseeing.it/eng/index.htm 

http://www.firenze.city-sightseeing.it/eng/index.htm
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Afternoon Trips from Florence 
 

Fiesole 
 

 
 
 

Fiesole is a pretty town in the scenic hills above Florence with Etruscan roots, Roman ruins, and views of 
Florence on clear days. In summer, there are breezes to cool the temperature and outdoor performances in 
the Roman Amphitheater.  
Fiesole was probably founded in the 9th-8th century BC, as it was an important member of the Etruscan 
confederacy, as may be seen from the remains of its ancient walls. 
The first recorded mention on the town dates to 283 BC, when the town, then known as Faesulae, was 
conquered by the Romans. In pagan antiquity it was the seat of a famous school of augurs, and every year 
twelve young men were sent thither from Rome to study the art of divination. Sulla colonized it with veterans, 
who afterwards, under the leadership of Manlius, supported the cause of Catilina. 
Fiesole was the scene of Stilicho's great victory over the Germanic hordes of the Vandals and Suevi under 
Radagaisus in 405. During the Gothic War (536-53) the town was several times besieged. In 539 Justinus, 
the Byzantine general, captured it and razed its fortifications. 
It was an independent town for several centuries in the early Middle Ages, no less powerful than Florence in 
the valley below, and many wars arose between them; in 1010 and 1025 Fiesole was sacked by the 
Florentines, before it was conquered by Florence in 1125, and its leading families obliged to take up their 
residence in Florence. 
By the 14th century, rich Florentines had countryside villas in Fiesole, and one of them is the setting of the 
frame narrative of the Decameron, also Boccaccio wrote the poem "Ninfale fiesolano". Robert Browning also 
mentions "sober pleasant Fiesole" several times in his poem, Andrea del Sarto. 
 

Getting to Fiesole 
 
To get to Fiesole take bus no 7 from the main train station in Florence (Firenze Santa Maria Novella) 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etruscan_civilization
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Republic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augurs
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sulla
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manlius
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catilina
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stilicho
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Germanic_tribes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vandals
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suevi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radagaisus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gothic_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Justinus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frame_narrative
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decameron
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boccaccio
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Siena 
 

 
 

Siena is a place of great environmental and artistic interest with a wealth of important monuments including: 
Piazza del Campo, one of the most beautiful medieval squares in Italy, Palazzo Pubblico (13th-14th century 
in Gothic style) overlooked by the bold Torre del Mangia (14th century, 102 m. high) and Palazzo Sansedoni 
(13th-14th century, altered in the 19th century); in Piazza del Duomo lie the Duomo (12th-14th century), one 
of the best examples of Gothic in Italy, with beautiful graffito and intarsia flooring, Libreria Piccolomini (in the 
left aisle, with valuable 16th century frescoes) and the 14th century Baptistry (font by Jacopo della Quercia), 
the Spedale di S. Maria della Scala (13th-14th century) and the remains of the Duomo Nuovo (14th century). 
The Palazzo Pubblico, complete with chapel and meeting rooms, once housed the Podestà and the Council; 
today it is the town hall. The blind arcade on the ground level suggests commercialism rather than 
fortification. The Gothic mullioned windows were later copied in other Sienese buildings. The Palazzo 
Pubblico is the most monumental building surrounding the Campo, the most important public space in Siena.  
The Campo was paved in 1333-34, signalling its importance in civic life. The Campo is also famous as the 
site for the Palio (horse race) as well as other yearly events. The Cappella di Piazza, a small chapel, is to the 
left, above which rises the Torre del Mangia, a tall bell-tower--102M to the tip of the ironwork, built between 
1325-44. The tallest tower in the city, and taller than the one on the Palazzo Vecchio built somewhat earlier 
in Florence, it rang the time and announced curfews, as well as calling the Council to meetings.  
 

Getting to Siena 
 
Buses leave for Siena from the SITA bus station in Via S. Caterina da Siena 17 R (very close to the main 
train station). 

 
Information about Siena: http://www.siena.turismo.toscana.it (the website is available also in English) 

 
 
 
 

 

http://www.siena.turismo.toscana.it/
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San Gimignano 
  

 
 

San Gimignano is a charming hill town of 7000 inhabitants, which has preserved its medieval appearance 
more completely than any other town in Tuscany. It stands 334 mts above the sea level on the site of a small 
Etruscan settlement dating from the Hellenistic period (third to second BC). Its history begins around the 
Tenth Century. 
The town is famous for its numerous towers which make it conspicuous from a great distance and provide 
one of the most remarkable sights in Italy. It is possible to walk along the 13C walls from which there are fine 
views of the rich agricultural farm land which surrounds the town 
 

Getting to San Gimignano 
 
Buses leave for San Gimignano from the SITA bus station in Via S. Caterina da Siena 17 R (very close to 
the main train station).  
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Pisa 
 

 
 
The Leaning Tower is the most famous image of the city, it is one of many works of art and architecture in 
the city's Campo dei Miracoli or "Field of Miracles", to the north of the old town center. The Campo dei 
Miracoli also houses the Duomo (the Cathedral), the Baptistry and the Camposanto (the monumental 
cemetery). 

 
Other interesting sights include: 
 
Knights' Square (Piazza dei Cavalieri), where the Palazzo della Carovana, with its impressive façade 
designed by Giorgio Vasari may be seen.  
The church of St. Francis, designed by Giovanni di Simone, built after 1276. In 1343 new chapels were 
added and the church was elevated. It has a single nave and a notable belfry, as well as a 15th century 
cloister. It houses works by Jacopo da Empoli, Taddeo Gaddi and Santi di Tito. In the Gherardesca Chapel 
are buried Ugolino della Gherardesca and his sons.  
The Borgo Stretto, a neighborhood where one can stroll beneath medieval arcades and the Lungarno, the 
avenues along the river Arno. It includes the Gothic-Romanesque church of San Michele in Borgo (990). 
Remarkably, there are at least two other leaning towers in the city, one at the southern end of central Via 
Santa Maria, the other halfway through the Piagge riverside promenade.  

 
Getting to Pisa 

 
To get to Pisa you can get the train from Santa Naria Novella Train Station. 
 
Two-Way Ticket € 11.20 
NB: Remember to convalidate your ticket in the yellow machine on the station platform before boarding the 
train !!! 

Trains from Florence to Pisa run every half hour. The journey time is just over one hour. For information 
about the train timetable please check: http://www.ferroviedellostato.it/ 

http://www.ferroviedellostato.it/
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Lucca 
 

 
 
Lucca has one particularly stunning feature - ancient ramparts that ring the old city. The inhabitants built 
these brick walls in the 16th century for defense. Today, walk (or bike) around the city on the wide shaded 
walkways atop the walls.  
Worth seeing are the churches San Michele in Foro and San Frediano, the cathedral San Martino, the 
shopping street via Fillungo, Palazzo and Torre Guinigi (14th c.) and the Piazza Anfiteatro. On the ruins of 
the Roman amphitheater, churches and houses were built, which now form a beautiful oval square.  
The facade of the San Frediano church is decorated with a lavish thirteenth century mosaic; the interior is 
worth seeing and houses a richly carved baptismal font as well as a shrine to Lucca's saint, Santa Zita.  
In the  Duomo (11th-13th century, Romanesque) there is the beautiful  Tomb of Ilaria del Carretto, a 
sculptural masterpiece by Jacopo della Quercia (1408). 
 Piazza Anfiteatro is another ‘must-see' in Lucca. Some original Roman elements remain, particularly within 
the outer walls. This ancient site constitutes one of the most characteristic and original monuments of the 
city.  
"Via Fillungo"  is the main shopping street of Lucca downtown. The ancient cardo maximus of the Roman city 
is today a lively street with elegant traditional shops, medieval towers (of which the oldest and most 
interesting is the Tower of Hours, which can be visited), and noblemen’s palaces. 
Guinigi Tower is  located in one of the most characteristic medieval neighborhoods of the city. It is the only 
remaining example of home of Gothic nobility, with elegant quadriforium on the facades, large internal 
rooms, and a second doorway for carriage access. 
Almost certainly the most photographed view in Lucca, the facade of San Michele in Foro is a delight. The 
upper section gives the impression of a propped-up film set - the windows look through onto thin air - as 
money ran out before that part of the church could be raised to the level of the facade. Every single column 
is different; some are elaborately carved, some twisted and spiralling, others are like striped sweets.  
 

Getting to Lucca 

 
To get to Lucca  you can get the train from Santa Naria Novella Train Station. 
Two-Way Ticket € 10.00 
NB: Remember to convalidate your ticket in the yellow machine on the station platform before boarding the 
train !!! 
 
Trains from Florence to Lucca run every half an hour. Journey time is 1hr 15 mins / 1 hr 35 mins. For 
information about the train timetable please check: http://www.ferroviedellostato.it/  
Information about Lucca:  http://www.luccatourist.it/  (the website is available also in English) 

http://www.ferroviedellostato.it/
http://www.luccatourist.it/
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Barberino Shopping Outlet 
 

 
 
Shops 
Abital, Adidas, Baldinini, Black Box, Bose, Bottega Verde, Bric's Store, Brooksfield, Bruno Magli, Calzedonia, 
Caractère, Carlo Pignatelli, C'è Bassetti, CK Jeans, CK Underwear, Clan International (Belstaff/Capalbio), 
Coccinelle, Colombo Collezioni in Cachemire, Compagnia delle Pelli, Corso Roma, Cotton Belt, David 
mayer, Docksteps, Elena Mirò, Eredi Pisanò, Fila, Flannel Bay, Fornarina, Gas, Golden Lady, Griogioperla, 
Guess, Guess Accessories, Guess Kids, Guru, Il Lanificio, John Ashfield, K.I.D.s, La Casa Italiana, 
Lagostina, L'Altramoda, Les Copains, Levi's-Dockers, Lovable Playtex Planet, Malloy, Mariella Burani, 
Marlboro Classic, Massimo Rebecchi, Maui Bear, Missoni, Moreschi, Motivi, Nautica, Officina di Ricerca, Pal 
Zileri, Pinko, Piquadro, Pollini, Prada, Puma, Pupa Outlet, Q Come Quore, RCR - Royal Crystal Rock, Rifle, 
Robe di Kappa, Rocco Bormioli, Segue, Sergio Tacchini, Sia, Slam, SPT - Société Pour Le Tricot, Stefanel, 
St.Diego-A-Style, Sunglass Time, Tailor Club, Tezenis, The Bridge, The End, Ugo Colella, United Colors of 
Benetton, Vestebene, Wrangler-Lee  

 
Getting there: Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 
There is a Turistic Bus which leaves from the Auto Stazione Sita, located in Santa Maria Novella Square, at 
9.30 AM, 2.00 PM, and 4.30 PM.  
Returning buses from the Barberino Designer Outlets depart at 12 PM, 3.00 PM, and 7.00 PM.  
 
Price is 9 Euro return ticket.  
 
Getting there: Every day 
The SITA Bus service runs every day.  
Buses depart from the Autostazione Sita in Santa Maria Novella at 9.00 AM, 1.30 PM, 1.55 PM, 2.30 PM, 
5.10 PM, 6.45 PM.  
 
Buses depart from the Barberino Designer Outlets at 11.30 AM, 3.30 PM, 5.30 PM  
(Saturdays 4.45 PM), 9.30PM.  
Price is about 3 Euro 
 
Opening Times  
Tuesday – Sunday 10 - 21  
Monday: February, March, April, May, October and November: CLOSED 
January, June, July, August, September and December: OPEN 14-21  
 

Information about Barberino Designer Outlet: http://barberino.mcarthurglen.it/  (the website is available also in English) 

http://www.siena.turismo.toscana.it/
http://barberino.mcarthurglen.it/
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Useful Italian Words & Phrases 
01.Greetings 

English    Italian  

hello!    ciao!   

good morning!    buongiorno!   

good afternoon!    buona sera!   

good evening!    buona sera!   

good-bye!    arrivederci!   

see you soon!    a presto!   

good night!    buona notte!   

bye!    ciao!   

welcome to ...    benvenuto/a in…   

02.Introductions 

English    Italian  

my name is...    mi chiamo……   

what is your name?    come ti chiami?   

may i introduce myself?    posso presentarmi?   

let me introduce my friend ...    posso presentare il mio amico   

pleased to meet you!    piacere!   

where are you from?    da dove vieni?   

are you from holland?    vieni dall’ olanda?   

no, i am from belgium.    no, sono del belgio   

what are you?    che cosa fai?   

are you a teacher?    sei un professore?   

03.General questions and answers 

English    Italian  

do you speak italian?    parli italiano?   

do you understand me?    mi capisci?   

i understand very little.    capisco poco   

i don’t understand at all.    non capisco   

do you know? (formal)    sa?   

do you know? (informal)    sai?   
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i don’t know.    Non lo so   

say that again, please!    Puoi ripetere per favore?   

speak louder, please!    Puoi parlare più forte per favore!   

speak slower, please!    Puoi parlare più piano per favore!   

04.Giving and receiving things 

English    Italian  

here you are!    tieni!   

thank you!    grazie!   

please (formal sg.and pl.)    per favore   

please (informal sg)    per favore   

would you like some coffee?    vorresti un caffé?   

yes, please!    sì, grazie!   

no, thank you!    no grazie!   

05.Places 

English    Italian  

house    casa   

airport    aeroporto   

railway station    stazione   

travel agency    agenzia di viaggi   

hotel    albergo   

bank    banca   

street    strada   

shop    negozio   

hostel    ostello   

museum    museo 

avenue    viale   

market    mercato   

06.Directions 

English    Italian  

where is the post office, please?    dov’è la posta per favore?   

go straight ahead!    sempre dritto!   

turn right!    gira a destra!   

turn left!    gira a sinistra!   
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Go up to the crossroads!    Prosegui fino al incrocio   

How do I get to the station?    Per andare alla stazione?   

Is it far?    E’ lontano?   

No, it is near.    No, è vicino.   

07.Means of transport & travelling 

English    Italian  

car   macchina 

plane   aereo 

train   treno 

bus   autobus 

underground   metropolitana 

tram   tram 

taxi   taxi 

Two tickets, please!   due biglietti per favore! 

How much is it?   quanto costa? 

Where is the booking-office?   dov’è la biglietteria? 

Sold out (no tickets left)   non ci sono più biglietti! 

What time is the train?   a che ora è il treno? 

8.Signs 

English    Italian  

entrance   ingresso 

exit   uscita 

open   aperto 

closed   chiuso 

no entry!   ingresso vietato 

departures   partenze 

arrivals   arrivi 

no smoking!   Vietato fumare! 

9.Numbers and quantities 

ENGLISH    Italian  

1   uno 

2   due 

3   tre 
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4   quattro 

5   cinque 

6   sei 

7   sette 

8   otto 

9   nove 

10   dieci 

11   undici 

12   dodici 

20   venti 

30   trenta 

40   quaranta 

50   cinquanta 

60   sessanta 

70   settanta 

80   ottanta 

90   novanta 

100   cento 

200   duecento 

300   trecento 

1,000   mille 

2,000   duemila 

3,000   tremila 

10,000   diecimila 

100,000   centomila 

1,000,000   un milione 

1/2   metà 

1/3   un terzo 

1/4   un quarto 

1 kilo   un kilo 

1 liter   un litro 

a packet   un pacchetto 

one bottle   una bottiglia 

one box   una scatola 
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10.Days of the week 

ENGLISH    Italian  

Monday   Lunedì 

Tuesday   Martedì 

Wednesday   Mercoledì 

Thursday   Giovedì 

Friday   Venerdì 

Saturday   Sabato 

Sunday  Domenica 

 


