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Akemi Matsuya is Professor of Linguistics and English in the Department of Human
Sciences at Takachiho University in Tokyo, Japan. She received her Ph.D. in formal
linguistics in May 2000, from the University of Maryland, College Park. Among her
many publications in theoretical and applied linguistics is her book, Verb Raising and
Theta-Driven Movement: A Comparative Minimalist Approach with Particular Reference
to Japanese, published in 2004 by Max Niemyer Verlag.

Her key areas of research include both theoretical and pedagogical approaches to first
and second language acquisition. She has conducted several linguistic experiments on
children and adults in order to investigate syntactic phenomena and the processes
involved in production. From this work, she has not only contributed to the field of
theoretical linguistics but developed more effective teaching materials for her university
students.

She has been project leader and primary investigator for two grants from the Japan
Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) since 2008 in Tokyo. While still a graduate
student in the United States, she participated in a major grant to investigate the
implications of early work within the minimalist program from the National Science
Foundation (NSF).



