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Dr. Deborah Zuercher is an associate professor at the University of Hawaii and the 
Principal Investigator with the American Samoa Program. 
 
She earned a PhD in Curriculum And Instruction from Kent State University. Since 
then she has constantly been working in the field of Transnational Education. 
 
Dr. Deborah Zuercher is an expert in qualitative research methodology, planning and 
management transnational education programs that strive to empower indigenous 
educators while respecting indigenous cultures. 
 
Dr. Deborah Zuercher currently administrates multi-million United States Department 
of Education transnational teacher education programs in American Samoa and 
Hawaii. She is a tenured professor in the Institute of Teacher Education at the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa, a tier-one research university. In addition to her 
academic duties, Dr. Zuercher serves as a consultant to private and public State and 
Territory Education Services in Samoa, Guam and the United States. She has 
numerous conference presentations and publications related to transnational 
education, qualitative research and the professional development of teachers. 
 

 


