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Abstract

In this talk we present an analysis of data from a pilot project on a ‘video-reflection’ assignment
involving a group of graduate students from the teacher education program of the University of
Amsterdam. The assignment invites student teachers to record two of the classes they teach
during their teaching practice, select three short episodes from the footage they wish to reflect on,
to motivate their choices and to discuss them in a face-to-face viewing session with their
supervisor on the basis of an explicit question for feedback. Although we had been relatively happy
with the design of the task, we identified a recurrent problem: the student teachers tended to
macro-analyze rather than micro-analyze their classes. In other words, they would gloss over the
recordings and would come up with only a few general observations. When we, as an experiment,
uploaded the recordings of their classes to an interactive video tagging platform and instructed
them to timestamp and analyze features of their teaching, it generated more critical, in-depth and
complex observations. And because the tagging tool affords multiple users and viewers, it also
created the affordances for the interactive involvement of a feedback peer group (a community of
‘critical friends’). Preliminary results of our pilot study show that the platform facilitates a rich, multi-
party and complex feedback environment and promotes intensive triangulation. In this way this
study contributes to the understanding of interactive video reflection within teacher training
programs.
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