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Using an experiential approach, a new language course immerses students in Montreal’s rich culture
in order to promote personal engagement and optimize learning. This is one of two culminating
courses in a bilingual language program, where students learning English and French in Montreal
(Canada) are taken out of the classroom to experience Montreal’s culture first-hand. Qualters, (2010)
posits that meaningful experiences “can and should be transformative, creating new knowledge, skills
and attitudes”, and the course objective is to ensure that students are not only experiencing, but also
actively engaging in their language learning and building their linguistic competence as well as culture
awareness. Based on Kolb’s Cycle of Learning (1984) which promotes concrete experience followed
by reflection then application, students are presented with a model (interviews, guided tours, etc.) and
then reflect and create a related project to help them find their place in Montreal’s society. By giving
students the opportunity to visit different historic and cultural sites, interact with notable Montrealers
and research their own personal interests connected to these topics, learners develop their language
skills and deepen their cultural knowledge in a unique bilingual setting. This pedagogical approach is
supported by Wurdinger (2005), who emphasizes shifting the focus from doing to thinking in order to
deepen the impact of students’ experiences and promote learning. Through their own actions,
interactions and reflections learners explore how their story is woven into the fabric of Montreal.
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